
PROLOGUE

FACE WITHOUT NOSE IS AMOST AS USELESS

AS SUNDIAL WITHOUT ITS GNOMON

THROUGH THE AGES MANS NOSE POSITIONED OUT IN FRONT OF HIS

OTHER FEATURES PROJECTING BULLS EYE OF THE FACE HAS BORNE

GREAT BRUNT IT HAS BEEN MUTILATED FOR PUNISHMENT SHOT

BLOWN OFF AND BURNED IN BATTLE BITTEN AVULSED AND SLOUGHED

IN PEACETIME SHRIVELED FROM WITHIN BY DISEASE SCORCHED BY

THE SUN ERODED BY CANCER DEFORMED BY SURGERY CRUNCHED ON

THE ROAD AND PUNCHED IN THE TING

EVEN THE NOSES ON SCULPTURED HUMAN STATUES DUE TO THEIR

RELATIVE PROMINENCE AND FRAGILITY ARE PRONE TO INJURY FROM

WEATHER VANDALISM AND ACCIDENT IT WAS MOST DEPRESSING FOR

ME IN 1949 WHEN OBSERVED SO MANY OF THE NOSES OF THE GLORI

OUS STATUES IN THE UFFIZZI GALLERY IN FLORENCE ITALY REVEALED THE

LINES OF INJURY WHERE THE NOSE SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN AVULSED AND

REPLACED DR PIERA BOCCI DIRECTOR OF THE ARCHEOLOGY DEPART

MENT OF THE UFFIZZI GALLERIA EXPLAINED TO MY FRIEND DR

GIUSEPPE FRANCESCONI MANY OF THE STATUES WERE

STORED IN THE INNER PART OF THE CRYPTS DUE TO THE AGING OF THE

BUILDING IN WHICH THE CRYPTS WERELOCATED THE STATUES FELL DOWN

AND THE MOST PROMINENT PARTS SUCH AS THE NOSE WERE DAMAGED
THE GREAT SPHINX OF EGYPT BUILT AROUND 2600 BC OF

SANDSTONE WAS SHAPED AT THE BOTTOM LIKE SEATED LION BUT

WITH THE HEAD OF MAN AND THE FEATURES OF KING KAFRA

GREAT PART OF HIS NOSE IS MISSING WHILE ALL ELSE SEEMS INTACT

SOME SAY WHEN ISLAM ENTERED EGYPT MUSLIM DESTROYED THE

NOSE TO PROVE THE SPHINX WAS BUT STATUE OTHERS SAY THE NOSE

WAS BLOWN OFF BY NAPOLEONS CANNONS THIS IS UNLIKELY BE
CAUSE NAPOLEON EXPRESSED GREAT RESPECT FOR THE ANTIQUITY OF
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EGYPT IT IS FAR MORE LIKELY THAT THE SANDSTONE NOSE THE MOST

PROTRUDING FEATURE OF THE FACE OF THE STATUE SUFFERED INJURY

OVER TIME FROM SUN RAIN WIND AND SAND STORMS

AS THE CENTRAL AND PROMINENT FEATURE OF THE FACE THE NOSE

COMMANDS FRONT BILLING AND EVEN MINOR NASAL ABNORMALITIES

AND DISCREPANCIES DRAW IMMEDIATE ATTENTION THERE HAS AL

WAYS BEEN AN INHERENT DESIRE IN MAN TO LOOK LIKE HIS FELLOW

MAN AND NOR APPEAR HORRIBLE PECULIAR OR DIFFERENT SIX CEN

TURIES BEFORE CHRIST IN ANCIENT INDIA HINDU SURGEON SUSRUTA

SAMHITA RECOGNIZED THIS FACT WHEN HE WROTE THE LOVE OF LIFE

IS NEXT TO THE LOVE OF OUR OWN FACE AND THUS THE MUTILATED CRY

FOR HELP ANY DEVIATION FROM THE NORMAL QUICKLY EVOKES

RIDICULE AS JF DIEFFENBACH SAID IN 1831 OF ONE POSSESSING

MUTILATION AT WHOSE PRESENCE CHILDREN CRY AND DOGS BARK

WILLIAM MAYO AMERICAN SURGEON OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

EXPRESSED IT SUCCINCTLY IT IS THE DIVINE RIGHT OF MAN TO LOOK

HUMAN EACH OF THESE SENSITIVE SURGEONS SPANNING PERIOD

OF MORE THAN 1500 YEARS HAS DEFINED IN GENERAL WAY THE BA

SIC PURPOSE OF PLASTIC SURGERY

THERE HAS ALSO BEEN MARKED VARIATION IN THE ABILITY OF

MAN TO ADJUST TO DEFORMITY COMEDIAN JIMMY DURANTE

WHOM HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF INTERVIEWING USED HIS HUGE NOSE

TO PLOW HIS WAY TO FAME AND FORTUNE WHILE THE SWASHBUCKLING

CYRANO DE BERGERAC ACTUALLY CAME TO HIS DEATH BECAUSE OF

NOSE OF SIMILAR SIZE BETWEEN THESE EXTREMES THE REST OF US

MUDDLE ALONG TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY YET HUGE NOSE PE

CULIARLY SHAPED NOSE TINY NOSE NOSE WITH PART MISSING OR

NO NOSE AT ALL CAN ELICIT DESPAIR IT HAS BEEN SO POIGNANTLY PRE

SENTED BY EDMOND ROSRAND IN 1891 IN THE WORDS OF HIS

CYRANO DE BERGERAC YET CAN DREAM HOW IT WOULD BE TO

WALK SLOWLY IN THE MOONLIGHT WITH SOMEONE ON MY ARM

ELATED FORGET MYSELF BUT SUDDENLY WHY THERES THE SHADOW

OFMY PROFILE ON THE WALL AS THE NOSE IS FRONT AND CENTER

THE SKILL OF ITS REDUCTION RESHAPING AND RECONSTRUCTION IS IM

PORRANT AND PROOF OF SUCCESS OF THE SURGICAL RESULT RESTS NOT

ONLY IN THE HARMONY OF ITS AESTHETIC PROPORTIONS RELATION

SHIPS AND SYMMETRY BUT IN ITS NATURALNESS
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