
II SURGICAL CLOSURE

OF THE CLEFT



CAUTERY OR PARING AND

SUTURING THE EDGES OF THE

CLEFT PALATE

JUST 10 YEARS BEFORE THE 13 NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES UNITED

TO DIVIDE THEMSELVES FROM THE BRITISH EMPIRE THE FIRST CLEFT PALATE

WAS UNITED AND BOTH EVENTS WERE ACCOMPLISHED WITH FRENCH

ASSISTANCE IT MAY BE TRUE THAT JACQUES HOULLIER AS REPORTED BY

ROGERS IN 1971 SUTURED THE EDGES OF TRAUMATICALLY SPLIT VELUM

IN 1552 YET CREDIT FOR THE FIRST CLOSURE OF THE CONGENITAL CLEFT

PALATE MUST GO TO FRENCH DENTIST NAMED LE MONNIER OF ROUEN

BELIEVING THAT THIS MOST CONSPICUOUS AND DISTRESSING DEFORMITY

WAS AMENABLE TO SUCCESSFUL SURGICAL TREATMENT IN 1764 HE PRO

POSED AN OPERATION IN THREE STAGES

INTRODUCTION OF SUTURES

CAUTERY OF CLEFT EDGES

BRINGING THE FRESHENED EDGES TOGETHER AND FIXING THEM

ACCORDING TO ROBERT LE MONNIER WAS THE FIRST TO PERFORM THE

OPERATION SOMETIME BETWEEN 1762 AND 1764

CHILD HAD THE PALATE CLEFT FROM THE VELUM TO THE INCISOR TEETH LE

MONNIER SKILLFUL DENTIST ENDEAVORED AND SUCCEEDED IN REUNITING THE

BORDERS OF THE CLEFT FIRST INSERTED SEVERAL POINTS OF SUTURE IN ORDER TO KEEP

THEM APPROXIMATED AND AFTERWARDS ABRADED THEM WITH THE ACTUAL CAURERY

AN INFLAMMATION SUPERVENED WHICH TERMINATED IN SUPPURARION AND WAS

FOLLOWED BY REUNION OF THE TWO LIPS OF THE ARTIFICIAL WOUND THE CHILD WAS

PERFECTLY CURED
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VON GRAEFE

CARL FERDINAND VON GRAEFE BORN IN WARSAW SCHOOLED IN DRESDEN

AND LEIPZIG AT THE AGE
OF 23 BECAME PROFESSOR OF SURGERY AT THE

UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN THREE YEARS LATER IN 1813 HE BECAME SUR

GEON GENERAL TO DIVISION OF THE PRUSSIAN ARMY DURING THE

NAPOLEONIC WARS RECEIVED MANY MEDALS AND WAS CONSULTED BY

ROYALTY IN 1816 HE INTRODUCED TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION THE FIRST

COMPREHENSIVE SURGICAL METHOD FOR CLOSING CLEFTS OF THE VELUM

HE PRESENTED HIS CASE MOST CASUALLY BEFORE THE BIWEEKLY MEETING

OF THE MEDICALSURGICAL SOCIETY OF BERLIN AND IT WAS REPORTED IN

THIRD PERSON EARLY THE FOLLOWING YEAR IN THE JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL

THERAPEUTICS THIS SEEMINGLY UNIMPORTANT PARAGRAPH WAS TRANS

LATED FROM THE GERMAN IN 1971 BY KARL SCHUCHARDT FOR THE

FEDINAND NON GRACFE

JOURNAL PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGEIY

GEHEIMRATH GRAEFE SPOKE ABOUT CLEFTS OF THE SOFT PALATE WHICH COULD BE

CONGENITAL OR ACQUIRED HE HAD TRIED SEVERAL TIMES IN VAIN TO CURE THE EVIL OR

TO REPLACE IT ARTIFICIALLY UNTIL FINALLY IN THE CASE OF CLEFT SO EXTREMELY SEVERE

THAT IT REACHED TO THE BONE HE CNNCEIVED THE IDEA TO UNITE IT BY SUTURE AND

BY AN ARTIFICIALLY CAUSED INFLAMMATION FOR THIS PURPOSE HE INVENTED SPECIAL

NEEDLES AND NEEDLE HOLDERS WITH THESE HE MADE SUTURE WHICH IN CON

JUNCTION WITH SPREADING IT WITH ACIDUM IVLURIATICUM AND TINCTURA CANTHARI

DUNI WHICH LATTER HE PREFERRED FOI THE EXCITEMENT OF THE PLASTIC PROCESS

ACHIEVED SUCH PERFECT HEALING OF THE CLEFT THAT THE PERSON
AFTERWARDS COULD

SWALLOW QUITE VELL AND SPEAK DISTINCRL

ROUX

PHILIBERT JOSEPH ROUX BORN INTO FAMILY OF FRENCH SURGEONS IN

1802 COMPETED WITH DUPUYTREN FOR AN IMPORTANT SURGICAL POSI

DON TO THE FAMOUS H6TELDIEU AS THE STORY GOES NEW POST OF

SECOND SURGEON AT H6TELDIEU WAS CREATED SPECIFICALLY
FOR

DUPUYTREN WHO WAS FAST GAINING RENOWN AN UPSTART NAMED

ROUX COMPETED BRILLIANTLY AND TIED IN THE PLAYOFF EACH CANDIDATE

WAS REQUIRED TO DELIVER PUBLIC LECTURE ON SOME SUBJECT PROPOSED

BY THE FACULTY BUT NOT COMMUNICATED TO THE CONTESTANTS UNTIL

FOUR HOURS BEFORE THE APPOINTED LECTURE ONE OF DUPUYTRENS

FRIENDS IN THE FACULTY SECRETLY INFORMED HIM OF THE SUBJECT 24

JOSEPH ROUA

HOURS AHEAD AND ON THIS BASIS HE PRESENTED THE SUPERIOR LECTURE

AND WON THE POST

168



THERE IS MORE INTRIGUING STORY ABOUT THE COMPETITION TOLD

BY WARREN IN 1860 AND QUOTED BY GOIDWYN TELLING OF DU
PUYTREN VISIT TO AN INFLUENTIAL FRIEND IN FRANTIC EFFORT TO WIN

THIS POST

RUSHING INTO HIS ROOM HE BURST INTO TEARS STRUCK HIS HEAD VIOLENTLY WITH

BOTH HANDS AND CRIED OUT AM LOST HIS FRIEND TRANQUILLIZED HIM AND SAID

TAKE COURAGE GO THIS EVENING TO MADAM SHE THINKS FAVORABLY OF YOU
WILL BE FLATTERED BY YOUR APPLICATION AND GRATIFIED TO EXERT HER INFLUENCE IN

THE MEDICAL INTRIGUE SHE CAN TURN THE SCALE IN YOUR FAVOR IF SHE CHOOSES

KNEEL TO HER PRAY TO HER SAY EVERYTHING YOU CAN THINK OF TO EXCITE HER

INTEREST AND YOU WILL OBTAIN THE PRIZE FLY THEIE IS NOR MOMENT TO BE

LOST

ALTHOUGH DUPUYTREN MANAGED TO DEFEAT ROUX IN THIS COMPE

TITION HE LOST IN THE NEXT AS ROUX MARRIED DUPUYTRENS FIANCEE

ROUX LATER BECAME FULL PROFESSOR ON THE FACULTY OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF PARIS WAS SURGEONINCHIEF AT LA PIRI RECEIVED THE

LEGION OF HONOR AND FINALLY SUCCEEDED DUPUYTREN AS SURGEON TO

THE H6TELDIEU IN 1819 IN THE JOURNAL UNIVERSE DES SCIENCER

IMIDICAE3 APPCARCD HIS MOST FAMOUS WORK OBSERVATIONS ON

CONGENITAL DIVISION OF THE SOFT PALATE AND UVULA CURED BY

MEANS OF AN OPERATION SIMILAR TO THAT FOR HARE LIP THIS

PAPER WAS TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH IN 1971 FOR PLASTIC AND

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY BY DANIEL MORELFATIO IT BEGAN WITH AN

ACKNOWLEDGMENT THE EDITOR THAT DUTCH SURGEON NAMED IRARD

HAD SEVERAL EARS BEFORE PROPOSED CLOSING WOMANS CLEFT PALATE

WITH STITCHES BUT THE SURGERY HAD NOT BEEN CARRIED OUT BECAUSE

MORE DISTINGUISHED SURGEON CONSIDERED THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS NIL

IT WAS THEN EXPLAINED THAT THE OPERATION BY ROUX HAD BEEN

COMPLETE SUCCESS AND THAT DETAILS OF THE OPERATION WERE OF INTER

EST THE PATIENT WAS YOUNG MEDICAL STUDENT WITH CLEFT OF THE

SOFT PALATE AND UVULA WHO HAD
TYPICAL CLEFT PALATE SPEECH AND WAS

MOST ANXIOUS TO CORRECT IT ROUX NOTED THAT THE PATIENT MOUTH

WAS BIG AND THAT THE EDGES OF THE CLEFT COULD BE BROUGHT TOGETHER

EASILY YET REALIZING THE OPERATION WAS RISKY AND FEARING FAILURE

ROUX PERFORMED IT ALMOST IN SECRECY WITH ONLY ASSISTANTS PRESENT

THE REPORT CONTINUES

ROUX PASSED WAXTHREADED LOOPS USING CURVED NEEDLE PLACED IN

HANDLE THEN HE DIEW TOGETHER THE WAXTHREADED LOOPS SO AS TO HUNG
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TOGETHER THE TWO EDGES OF THE DIVISION AND THUS EVALUATE EXACTLY THE EXTENT

OF THE LOSS OF SUHSTANCE THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO INFLICT UPON THEM HALF LINE

OF THE SOFT PALATE AND OF THE UVULA WAS TAKEN WITH GTEAT DEXTETITY THE

LIGATURES WERE DRAWN TIGHT AND THE WAX RHTEADED LOOPS CUT CLOSE TO THE

KNOTS

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE OPERATION THE VOICE RETURNED ALMOST TO NORMAL

WITH HARDL ANY CHANGE THE PATIENT WAS PUT ON STRICT DIET FOR DAYS

COMPLETE SILENCE WAS ENFORCED IN FEW DAYS THE TWO PARTS
HAD COME

ROGETHEI COMPLCTELY HUT THE TWO LIPS
OF THE WERE NOT COMPLETELY

TOUCHING

THE EDITORIAL COMMENT CONCLUDING THIS REPORT HINTS AT THE

BEGINNING OF MEDICAL SOPHISTICATION THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY GIVE

PLASTIC SURGERY ITS GREAT CHANCE

ALTHOUGH XIRHOU DANGER FOT THE PARIENR LIFE THE OPERATION CORRECTED

MALFORMATION IN AN ORGAN WHOSE INTEGRITY IS VITAL FOR NORMAL SWALLOWING

AND SPEECH IT MUST HE CONSIDERED AMONGST THOSE SUCCESSFUL INNOVATIONS

WHICH HAVE INCIEASED THE FIELD OF THE CURARIX ART IT WOULD HE WIONG TO CALL

ATTCNTIOD ONLY TO OPETARIONS WHICH ENDANGER THE LIFE OF PATIENTS

PATENTS POINT OF VIEW

IDOSYBIN CX EN GRCATER INTEREST THAN RHE MEDICAL REPORT IN THIRD

SO 01 KOOXS OPERATION VV AS THC REPORT IN FIIST PERSON HIS

CANADIAN STUDY
JOHN REPHENSON XO AS ING MEDICINE

IN KDINBURGH STEPHENSON ROTE AGRACLV1ARIO1 THESIS IN SURGERY IN

ION IN HICH HE EVPLAINED

THE LEPOIR XX ILL HE AUTHENTIC FOR THE SUHJECR IS ONE WHICH PERHAPS AM HEST

QUALIFIED TO DISCUSS SINCE AM MYSELF THE PARICNR

HE THEN COMMENTED ON HIS EARLY LOSS OF MILK THROUGH HIS NOSE

THE DISCOX ERX OF HIS PALATAL FISSURE IMPROXEMENT IN FEEDING WITH

AN UPRIGHR POSITION FAMIL HISTORY OF ONE BROTHER WITH CLEFT

JOHN SHPILTHOFL UVULA PRONUNCIATION OF TH LIKE HIS NASAL SPEECH HOWBECAUSE OF

ITS QUALITX HE FOUND THE FRENCH LANGUAGE EASIER THAN ENGLISH AND

HIS INABILITY TO BLOW UP FOOTBALL OR PLAY ON WIND INSTRUMENT

IRHOUR ELOSING HIS NOSTRILS WITH HIS FINGERS

IR ITS USC TTITW 11 FT 1Y LW EUYT OF

KIN HTACS OF INQIAND SS HT NCX CL STII FOOIT THING AND NCS CI DID TSC
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WHILE ON STUDY VISIT TO HOSPITAL IN PARIS STEPHENSON HAD

OCCASION TO SPEAK WITH DR ROUX WHO IMMEDIATELY NOTED HIS

ABNORMAL VOICE AND WITH MORE CANDOR THAN TACT ASKED IF HE HAD

EVER HAD SYPHILITIC ULCERATION OF THE PALATE WHEREUPONSTEPH

ENSON OPENED HIS MOUTH AND ROUX NOTING ALMOST COMPLETE

CLOSURE OF THE VELAR CLEFT DURING ACTIVE MOVEMENTS OF HIS FAUCES

PRONOUNCED THE CONGENITAL CLEFT OPERABLE STEPHENSON DECIDED

TO HAVE THE OPERATION WHILE HE WAS IN PARIS FOR AS HE SAID

WAR MIGHT HAVE PREVENTED RETURN TO PARIS AND CLEVER SURGEON BE

DEPRIVED OF WELLDESERVED DISTINCTION

AT PM SEPTCMBCR 28 1819 THC OPCIATION WAS PEIFOIMED

THIS IS STEPHENSONS OWN REPORT

ADOPTED SITTING POSITION WHICH SEEMED BEST TO FACILITATE BREATHING AND

THE FLOV OF BLOOD OUT OF THE MOUTH

THREE INTERRUPTED IUUNS STOUT ENOUGH TO AX OID LACERATION OF THE TISSUES

AS FAR AS POSSIBLE WETE INTRODUCED WITH TXX SURGICAL NEEDLES ALTERNATELY FROM

BEHIND FORWAIDS EACH SUTURE BEING THUS DRAA THREE TIMES SINCE FINGERS ARE

TOO SHORT TO DO THE AT SUCH DEPTH AND THE NEEDLES WEIC IENDCRED

SLIPPERY BY THE CONSTANT FLOW OF SALIX USE XX AS MADE OF STYLUSLIE

INSTRUMENT POREAGIIE IN FIENEB XX ITH XX HAT WE CALL IN ENGLISH SLIDER TO

HE NEEDLES SOBERED LESS FROM THE PAIN TH MM THE ILL MON
AUD TICKLING CAUSED BY THE INRIODUERION OF THE NECDLES SENSATION THAT

XXOULD IUN UP TO THE EAR LIKE DIE PAIN OF TOOTHACHE

TLEFOIE THE EDGES SVETE LIESHENED THE SUTUIES WETE POT ITS PLACE IN OT DET TO

SEE WHETHER THE FISSURE MULA BE DNA THE EDGES CRC UHETEEPON CUT

WITH FORCEPS AND GUARDED SCALIDEL
THE SUTUTES XX ETC SEPARATELT TIED AND

SEX ERED

TIME LIGATURES HAD BEEN PHICED ITS POSITION BEFORE TIME INCISION NOT ONLY TO

SEE RIMAT THE FISSURE COULD BE CLOSED BUT ALSO BECAUSE TIME OOZING OF BLOOD

FROM THE FRESHENED EDGES ESPECIALLS IN TIME IME STAGE WOULD IMAVE BEEIM

TROUBLESOME BORIS TO TIME OPETATOR AND TO ME TIME UNIOTS SEENMED TO BE AS

LIRISS AS SKILL COULD MAKE IT AND NATUTRES IMEALING INILANMOMATION SS OULCL PETFECT

RIME CURE

STEPHENSON CONTINUED

IMMEDIAREB AFTER TIME OPET ADOIM ITS ORDER TTM SARISH AN ITMEOTMX ENIENT BUT

UTMDERSTAISDABLE EUTIOSIRS SPOKE FEXI WOTDS ITS TIME PRESEISCE OF RON

AISD SOIMME ONSETS EX ETYOTME DECLATED ULMAT ISMS NICE XI TO COISSIDET ALLS TILTETED



THIRTEEN DAYS AFTER HIS SURGERY STEPHENSON AT ROUXS REQUEST

READ REPORT OF HIS CASE BEFORE THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PARIS HE

THEN SET FORTH ON HIS RETURN TO SCOTLAND AND DURING THE CHANNEL

CROSSING FROM OSTEND TO DOVER EXPERIENCED SEASICKNESS AND

DIVIDEND OF HIS OPERATION TO HIS GREAT JOY HE WAS ABLE TO STAND AT

THE RAIL 22 DAYS POSTOPERATIVELY AND VOMIT WITHOUT HIS GASTRIC

CONTENTS BEING PROJECTED THROUGH HIS NOSE

STEPHENSON CONCLUDED HIS THESIS BY ADMITTING TO SOME PERSIST

ENT NASAL ESCAPE IN HIS SPEECH AND JUSTIFIED IT WITH

WHO CAN DENY THE ALL IMPORTANCE OF HABIT

HE SUGGESTED THE OPERATION BE CARRIED OUT BETWEEN AND

YEARS OF AGE AND

CERTAINLY BEFORE PUBERTY TO AVOID ALL THE DISADVANTAGES OF HABIT

HE ALSO SUGGESTED THE NAME VELOSYNTHESIS

JOHN STEPHENSON RETURNED TO MONTREAL AND HAD SUCCESSFUL

CAREER HONORABLE PETER MCGILL REFERRED TO HIM AS

THE MAN ABOVE ALL OTHERS TO WHOMWE OWE MCGILL COLLEGE

EVIDENTLY UNAWARE OF VON GRAEFES EARLIER CURSORY DESCRIPTION

ROUX GAVE NO CREDIT IN HIS 1819 PUBLICATION THIS OMISSION

ENRAGED VON GRAEFE WHO HAD JUST FINISHED THE GALLEY PROOFS OF

ANOTHER PALATE PUBLICATION LIE ATTACKED ROUX FOR ADVERTISING

AN UP I1CCL HCFOIC

AND CONTINUED HIS ATTACK WITH SOME HEATED LOGIC

THIS REMARK COULD HARDLY COME FROM THIS PHYSICIAN WHO IS WELL READ IN THE

MEDICAL LIRERARUIE THE FITSR PALATE SUTURE WAS SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMED BY ME

IN THE SPRING OF 1816

HE ELABNRATED THAT LATER IN THE SAME YEAR IT WAS PRESENTED TO THE

MEDICALSURGICAL SOCIETY OF BERLIN WHILE LECTURES TO LARGE AUDI

ENCES WERE GIVEN IN 1817 AND 1819

NEWS OF MY OPERATION MUST HAVE REACHED PARIS BY RIAVELING YOUNG PH SI

CIANS AS THERE IS LIVELY EXCHANGE OF STUDENTS BETWEEN THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS
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OF BERLIN AND PARIS ITS EXISTENCE COULD NOR HAVE REMAINED UNKNOWN TO

HERR ROUX

HE CONTINUED

DEVISED THIS OPERATION IN 1816 AND PERFORMED IT ON FOUR INDIVIDUALS THE

OPERATION WAS FULLY SUCCESSFUL IN ONLY ONE PATIENT IF HAD HAD MORE

EXPERIENCE MIGHT NOR HAVE ADVISED AND PERFORMED THE OPERATION IN

PATIENTS LIKE THE ONE WHO HAD WIDE CLEFT OF HIS HARD AND SOFT PALATE

ANOTHER WHO WAS ANEMIC AND ANOTHER WHO WAS CACHECRIC

OBSESSED WITH GAINING UNQUESTIONABLE PRIORITY VON GRAEFE

PROCEEDED TO ACCEPT MANY MORE CASES HIS 1820 PUBLICATION

DISCUSSCD MODIFICATION OF HIS EARLIER METHOD DENUDING THE

DEFECT BORDERS WITH URANOTOME AND APPLYING BOLT AND NUT

DEVICE TO HOLD THE SUTURES SEVEN YEARS LATER HE DISCARDED THESE

COMPLICATED APPLIANCES AND USED WAXED TRIPLE TWINE SUTURES HELD

WITH DOUBLE KNOT HE ALSO ADVISED THAT SUTURES OF CATGUT MIGHT

BE USED

THIRTY YEARS AND 140 STAPHYLORRHAPHIES AFTER HIS FIRST OPERATION

ROUX ADMITTED THAT THREE YEARS BEFORE THIS FIRST PROCEDURE VON

GRAEFE HAD ATTEMPTED THE OPERATION UNSUCCESSFULLY

THE FIGHT FOR PRIORITY

THE ETERNAL FIGHT FOR PRIORITY WAS NOT FIRST FOUGHT BETWEEN VON

GRAEFE AND ROUX AND CERTAINLY DID NOR END THERE LE LANE SAID

IN SAN FRANCISCO IN 1896

THE METHOD OF ROUX VVAS THE BETTER ONE AND WAS SO ACKNOWLEDGED

GRAEFE FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THE SUBJECT HAS BROUGHT TO LIGHT THE FACT

THAT THE OPERATION OF CLOSING THE SOFT PALATE BY SUTURE WAS PROPOSED TO THE

FRENCH ACADEMY IN 1779 BY BEZICRS PRIORIRN HERC AS ELSEWHERE HAS PIOVED

PROTEAN ENTITY FLIRTING FUGITIVE WHICH THOUGH SOUGHT AND REMPORAULY

POSSESSED BY RIVAL CLAIMANTS HAS IN THE END ESCAPED THEIR GRASP AND FLED TO

OTHER HANDS SUCH EMULATION BO SHOULD BE COMMENDEDSINCE IT IS OT

GENEROUS SOURCE AND IS INSPIRED BY JUSTICE TO GIVE THE PALM TO HIM WHO HAS

EARNED IT GOLD TOO OFTEN FINDS IRS WAY TO THE HAND OF HIM HO HAS NOR

EARNED IT THE CURATORS BN WHICH THE FIELD OF SCIENCE IS VIGILANRLX GUARDED DO

NOR PERMIT SUCH WRONGTHE EARNER IS SECURED IN HIS EARNINGS OFTEN THROUGH

THE MUTUAL AID OF HIS COMPETITORS
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GLIMPSE THROUGH ZEIS

ACCORDING TO TOM GIBSON EDUARD ZEIS OF DRESDEN MER

CHANTBANKERS SON WAS ONE OF THE GREAT FIGURES IN PLASTIC SURGICAL

HISTORY HAVING BEEN EXPOSED TO THE SPECIALTY DURING ITS PERIOD OF

GREATEST EXPANSION BY ENTHUSIASTIC PRACTITIONERS IN THIS MILIEU HE

WAS STIMULATED TO WRITE THE FIRST TEXTBOOK OF PLASTIC SURGERY

HANDBUCH DERPLASTISCHEN CHIRURGIE PUBLISHED IN 1838 AND LATER

GREAT 1863 WORK DIE LITERATUR UND GESCHICHTE DER CHIRURGIE PLUS

AN 1864 NACHTRIIGE ALL INVOLVING OTHER SURGEONS WORK AND EXPE

RIENCE DEFINING THE SCOPE OF PLASTIC SURGERY MUCH AS IT IS TODAY

THOMAS PATTERSON OF CHURCHILL HOSPITAL OXFORD WHOSE

44 BOOK THE ESSENTIALS OF PLASTIC SURGES WITH PEET HAS BEEN QUOTED

OFTEN IN THESE VOLUMES HAS BECOME DEEPLY INVOLVED WITH THE ZEIS

INDEX FOR SEVERAL YEARS HERE IS AN EXCERPT FROM ZEIS BY PATTERSON

GRAEFE CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF REPAIRING THE SOFT PALATE ON THE SAME LINES

AS HARELIP LIE CARRIED OUT THE OPERATION IN 1816 AND REPORTED THE FIRST

SUCCESSFUL CASC ON 27TH DECEMBER OF THAT EAR TO THE MED CHIR GESELL

SCHAFT IN BEILIN THIS ARDUOUS UNDERTAKING RALLING FNI THE GREARESR COUPEL

THOMAS P64650I TION FROM THE PATIENT AND PERSEXETANCE ON THE PAIR OF THE SURGEON EXCITED

ASTONISHMENT SOON AFUCI THIS ROUX OHVIOU INCOIRECRLN

CLAIVNCD PRIORIT FOR THIS DISCOX CRY WHEREUPON GI DEFEISDCD HIS ICPURA

TION DCSCRIHINO HIX OPC IN GRCARCR DCTAIL IN J3SQ IT TOOK LONG NOTE

FOR GRACFE TO ACHIEX FULL RECOGNITION FINALLT HOWCX ER ROUX HIM
TCKNOXX LEDGED THAT GRACFC HAD PIECEDED HIM AND EX USED HIMSELF HR REASON

OT HIS IGNORANCE OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE AND LITEIARURE

THE DIFFICULTIES OF THIS OPERATION XX EIE SO GREAT THAT MANS SUIGEONS

BEFORE THEM NEXERTHELESS FEXX SOON COPIED THE TECHNIQUE AND TIIED TO

MAKE IT EASIER BY IMPROVING THE INSTRUMENTS

PALATE OPERATION BECOMES POPULAR

FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS AND RIVALRY OF VON GRAEFE VERSUS ROUX

SURGICAL APPROXIMATION WAS ACCEPTED BY THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AS

THE TREATMENT OF CHOICC FOR CLEFTS OF THE VELUM

JOHN COLLINS WARREN PROFESSOR OF SURGERY AT HARVARD MEDICAL

SCHOOL WHO HELPED FOUND THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL

RHC AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE NEW ENGLAND JOUOIAL

IUEDICIN6 PUBLISHED DESCRIPTION OF



AN OPERATION THAT HE PERFOIMED IN 1819 FOR THE CURE OF NATURAL FISSURE OF THE

SOFT PALATE

HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD HEARD OF CLEFT PALATE OPERATIONS

BEING DONE IN POLAND AND GERMANY AS WELL AS BY ROUX IN PARIS

BUT HAD SOUGHT IN VAIN FOR DETAILS OF IT THUS INDEPENDENT OF

VON GRAEFE AND ROUX HE CLOSED SOFT PALATE ON 16YEAROLD GIRL

IN BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS

THOMAS ALCOCK OF LONDON WAS THE FIRST IN ENGLAND TO CLOSE

PALATE AN ACCOMPLISHMENT THAT TOOK ABOUT SEVEN ATTEMPTS ON THE

SAME PATIENT USING SINGLE KNOTS AND ALLOWING EARLY EATING AND

SPEAKING

SMITH OF THE IVY LEAGUE

NATHAN SMITH WHO STUDIED MEDICINE AT HARVARD TAUGHT AT

DARTMOUTH AND FINALLY BECAME PROFESSOR OF SURGERY AND FOUND

ING FATHCR OF YALE MEDICAL SCHOOL NOTED IN 1826

EN ERYONE MUST HAVE OHSERVED THAT HEN IN EARLY INFANCY THE SUTURE OF THE

LIP
IS PROPERI MADE THE GENTLE PRESSURE NX HICH THE LIP THEN MORE STRAIGHT

THAN NATURAL EXEITS UPON THE CLEFT OF THE JAV HAN LENCLENCY

GLACLUALL IN APPTOXII IHERN FOR AT RHV TINE THE HONES OF THE FACE HCI

ET AI TILAGENOUS READILX YIELD TO LITTLE FORCE

AIH

THUS SMITH DECIDED TO SUTURE RHC VLARC IND REPORTED

IFHC OPEIATION AS ACCUIVIPLISHED WITH LESS DIFHCTILR THAN HAD ANTICIPATED

THE MARGINS OF THE PALATE EIE PARED WITH THE KNIFE AND LIGARUTE OF

SUIRAHLE SIZE SNITH OCEDLE XERV MUCH CUIED WAS CARRIED THROUGH ON ONE

SIDE SUFFICIENT DISTANCE FROM THE MARGIN AND HROUGHT HACK THROUGH THE

OPPOSITE TVO RHIEADS WERE EMPLOYED IN THIS MANNER AND THE PAITS WERE

HIOUGHT INTO CONTACT WITH XEIY LITTLE DIFFICULTY

STEVENS OF AND

ALEXANDER STEVENS WAS YOUNG AMERICAN DOCTOR WHO DURING

THE WAR OF 1812 WHILE BEARING DISPATCHES TO EUTOPE WAS OVER

TAKEN BY PRITISH CRUISER ND IMPRISONED IN PLYMOUTH ENGLAND

UPON HIS RELEASE HE STUDIED IN LONDON AND PATIS AND THEN WHILE IN ANMR



ATTEMPTING TO RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES WAS THROWN INTO

PRISON AGAIN AFTER HIS FINAL RELEASE AND RETURN TO THE STATES HE WAS

MADE PROFESSOR OF SURGERY AT THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND

SURGEONS OF NEWYORK IN 1827 HE WAS ANOTHER PIONEER IN PALATE

SURGERY AND DESCRIBED HIS OPERATION BUT GAVE ROUX CREDIT FOR

PRIORITY

THE PATIENT BEING SEATED NEAR WINDOW AND HIS HEAD THROWN BACK AND

SUPPORTED BY AN ASSISTANT STANDING BEHIND INTERPOSED HANDKERCHIEF

RIGHTLY ROLLED UP BETWEEN THE MOLAR TEETH ON THE RIGHT SIDE AND DEPRESSING

THE TONGUE WITH THE LEFT HAND INTRODUCED WITH THE RIGHT HAND CURVED

NEEDLE ARMED WITH THREAD

HE THEN PLACED THREE SUTURES AND AFTER PARING THE CLEFT EDGES WITH

CATARACT KNIFE TIED AND CUT THE THREADS THE PATIENT WAS NOR

ALLOWED TO SPEAK OR SWALLOW FOR FOUR DAYS AT THE END OF WHICH

RIME STEVENS REMOVED THE SUTURES AND FOUND THE WOUNDPERFECTLY

UNITED HE REPORTED THAT

ON THE FIFTH DA IN THE AFTERNOON HE ATE SEERAL PIES AND BEGAN TO SPEAK

FREELY BUT NOT WITH MUCH IMPRVEMENR IN HIS ARTICULATION SUPPOSING IT

MIGHT PROCEED FROM THE DIVISION OF THE UVULA THE PARTS OF WHICH HUNG LIKE

SWALLOWS TAIL FROM THE END OF THE PENDULUM REMOVED ONE OF

THEM ON THE TENTH DAY THE OICE WAS MATCRIALB IMPROVED HUM FAR

FROM BEING PERFCCR
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