


THEN THERE WAS THE CLEFT LIP DEMONSTRATION AT NEW YORK

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL WHEN WAS COMPETING WITH THE GREAT JOHN

MARQUIS CONVERSE DOING HIS FIRST HYPERTELORISM OPERATION IN THE

ADJOINING ROOM OR THE TIME BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN AT

COMENIUS UNIVERSITY IN BRATISLAVA WITH SUCH LUMINARIES AS PRO

FESSOR DEMJEN ASSISTING AND PEET AND SCHMID STANDING BY NOT TO

MENTION LIKELY COMMUNIST OR TWO

THESE HAVE ALL BEEN EXCITING TIMES APPRECIATE THE KIND

INVITATIONS OF MY COLLEAGUES AND CHERISH THE MEMORIES

THE MOST EVER DID IN ONE VISIT WAS IN 1964 AT MELLONS ALBERT

SCHWEITZER HOSPITAL ON THEN PAPA DOCS ISLAND OF HAITI NO

PLASTIC SURGEON HAD BEEN OVER FOR TWO YEARS AND IN THREE DAYS

WITH TWO ANESTHETISTS DID MY BEST TO HANDLE THE MORE SEVERE

PROBLEMS SUCH AS EXTENSIVE BURN CONTRACTURES HUGE HEMANGI

OMAS CONGENITAL HAND DEFORMITY AN ORANGESIZED KELOID ADD

ING UP TO 23 OPERATIONS THEY INCLUDED 10 UNILATERAL CLEFT LIPS

ONE BILATERAL AND ONE MEDIAN WITH THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT

CASES AVERAGING 30 MINUTES APIECE AS MANY PREOPERATIVE CLEFTS AS

COULD BE FOUND HAD BEEN COLLECTED IN FRONT OF THE HOSPITAL THE

FIRST MORNING AND PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD WAS TAKEN
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THEN IN THE DAWNS DIM LIGHT ON THE MORNING OF MY DEPAR

TURE ALL CLEFT SURGERY PATIENTS WHO COULD STAND SIT LEAN OR LIE

WERE HERDED TOGETHER AGAIN STITCHES AND ALL FOR THE FINAL PHOTO

GRAPH

THIS SERIES ENJOYED COMFORTING INFLUENCE NOT ORDINARILY

OFFERED ROTATIONADVANCEMENT AND FORKED FLAPS AT THE ENTRANCE OF

THIS LITTLE HOSPITAL WAS THE WITCH DOCTORS ENDORSEMENT AS INDI

CATED BY HIS SPECIALLY ARRANGED VOODOO PILE OF STICKS STRINGS

STONES AND BONES

EIGHT YEARS LATER RECEIVED NOTE FROM FRANK LEPREAU MEDICAL

DIRECTOR OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER HOSPITAL

HAVE IN HAND REPRINT OF YOUR 1964 ARTICLE ABOUT ROTATIONADVANCEMENT

CLEFT
LIP TECHNIQUE WHICH YOU AUTOGRAPHED AND LEFT HERE FOR DR MELLON

SOME YEARS AGO USED IT FEW DAYS AGO AND YOU ARE QUITE RIGHT THIS

APPROACH DEFINITELY DOES HELP HAITIAN
LIP RCPAIRS AS VTRY GENCRAL SURGEUN

II NEED THIS KIND OF HELP TO GET ME THROUGH THE DAYS SCHEDULE

AFTER THOUSANDS OF WORDS HUNDREDS OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND

THOUSANDS OF MILES IT BECOMES BIT TIRING TO WATCH SOME SUR

GEONS TAKE FREE FLYING PRINCIPLE AND UNCONSCIOUSLY WITH

NUMBERS AND MEASUREMENTS CLIP ITS WINGS PLACING CEILING ON
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ITS POTENTIAL HEIGHT OF FLIGHT ANY OLD SEAGULL ON MIAMI BEACH

BECAUSE OF THE NATURAL WIDTH OF ITS WINGSPREAD CAN GLIDE WITH

GRACE INTO THE SUN BUT IT IS NOT SUPPOSED TO ACHIEVE GREAT SPEED

AND CERTAINLY NOT IN THE DARK OF NIGHT YET JONATHAN LIVINGSTON

SEAGULL USING THE SAME BASIC PRINCIPLES OF FLIGHT BUT WITH PER

SISTENCE AND ADAPTABILITY TRIMMED HIS WINGS TO FALCON PROPORTIONS

AND EXCEEDED THE EXPLOITS OF OTHER GULLS

HE CLIMBED TWO THOUSAND FEET ABOVE THE BLACK SEA BROUGHT HIS FORE

WINGS TIGHTLY TO HIS BODY AND FELL INTO VERTICAL DIVE THE

WINGSTRAIN NOWAT HUNDRED AND FORTY MILES PET HOUT WASNT NEARLY AS HARD

AS IT HAD BEEN BEFORE AT SEVENTY AND WITH THE FAINTEST TWIST OF HIS WINGTIPS

HE EASED OUT OF THE DIVE AND SHOT ABOVE THE WAVES GRAY CANNONBALL UNDET

THE MOON

THE REPETITION BY GREAT AND ESTABLISHED SURGEONS OF SUCH

CEILINGRESTRICTED CLICHES AS NOT SUITABLE FOR WIDE CLEFTS

THAN MM IS THE CUTOFF BANKED FORK VANISHES ONLY THE

AUTHOR CAN MAKE IT WORK ALMOST SENDS ME UP THE WALL AND

WITHOUT THE AID OF WINGS AT SUCH TIMES IT IS TEMPTING TO CALL

UPON THE CAUSTIC WORDS OF JOHANN FRIEDRICH DIEFFENBACH WHO

AFTER AN ABSORBING SECTION ON PRINCIPLES OF RECONSTRUCTION IN HIS

1831 BOOK CONCLUDED

SHOULD THE SURGEON FIND MY DESCTIPTION NOT SUFFICIENTLY CIRCUMSTANTIAL AND

BE UNABLE TO SUPPLY ANYTHING FROM HIS OWNKNOWLEDGE OF GENERAL PRINCIPLES

THAT HE MAY FIND WANTING HE HAD BETTER ALTOGERHET ABSTAIN FTOM CPERATING

THIS WOULD INDEED BE THE EASY WAY OUT YET NO TEACHER SHOULD

TURN HIS BACK ON EVEN ONE WILLING STUDENT AND THEREFORE ONCE

MORE OFFER THIS CHALLENGE OUR ONLY TRUE CEILING IS THE IDEAL

NORMAL WHICH IN TURN DEMANDS OUR ETERNAL DEDICATION TO THE

STUDY OF KNOWING THIS BEAUTIFUL NORMAL IT IS THEN THAT WE CAN SEE

CLEARLY BOTH WHAT IS MISPLACED OR MISSING AND WHAT IS PRESENT BUT

SUPERFLUOUS FINALLY WITH LITTLE IMAGINATION IN THE USE OF OUR

BASIC PLASTIC SURGICAL TECHNIQUES OF ROTATION ADVANCEMENT TRANSPO

SITION AND FREE GRAFTING WE CAN QUITE EFFECTIVELY EXECUTE THE SHIFT

TAKING WHAT IS EXPENDABLE TO CREATE WHAT IS DESIRABLE FROM THIS

SIMPLE FORMAT THE PRESENT PROCEDURES CAN BE NOT ONLY UNDERSTOOD

AND MASTERED BUT FAR MORE IMPORTANT TRANSCENDED
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