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44 FREE COMPOSITE GRAFTS

TO THE COLUMELA
II

AN INCISION AT THE BASE OF THE COLUMELLA FOLLOWED BY MEM
BRANOUS SEPTAL INCISION CAN RELEASE THE NASAL TIP ALONG THE SEPTUM

THE RESULTING GAP IN THE LOWER PORTION OF THE COLUMELLA HAS BEEN

FILLED WITH VARIOUS COMPOSITE AURICULAR GRAFTS

K6NIG IN 1914 DAVIS IN 1919 LIMBERG IN 1923 AND JOSEPH IN

1931 ALL DESCRIBED COMPOSITE AURICULAR GRAFTS TO THE NOSE BUT

KI MUST BE KNIGHTED WITH PRIORITY GILLIES ADVOCATED THE

CHONDROCUTANEOUS EAR GRAFT FOR NASAL RECONSTRUCTION IN 1943 YET

IT WAS BARRETT BROWN WITH CANNON IN 1946 AND THE ENTIRE ST

LOUIS CONTINGENT THEREAFTER WHO POPULARIZED THIS METHOD
VI

ROBERT MEADE OF NEW ORLEANS HAS GIVEN THE MOST ELABORATE

DESCRIPTION OF THE USE OF THE COMPOSITE AURICULAR SKIN AND CARTI

LAGE GRAFT FOR THE COLUMELLA POSSIBLY OVERREACTING TO THE SUPER

DROOP OF ALL THAT SPANISH MOSS IN THE CAJUN BAYOU MEADE SLIPPED

EXTRA CARTILAGE SPINES BEHIND HIS GRAFTS

AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE FABULOUS DRAWINGS OF FRERET IN

PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY FEBRUARY 1959 THE COLUMELLA

WAS RELEASED AND COMPOSITE WEDGE GRAFT FROM THE EAR WAS CUT TO
ROBERT A4EADE

FILL THE COLUMELLA DEFECT SEVERAL EXTRA CARTILAGE STRUTS WERE IN

SERTED BEHIND TO ADD CONTOUR AND SUPPORT MY ONLY CONCERN

WOULD BE THE POSSIBLE INTERRUPTION OF THE INCOMING VASCULARITY BY VI

THESE STRUTS TO THE UTTER DISMAY OF THE STRUGGLING GRAFT

559

V4V4



MEADE PHILOSOPHIZED

SMITH SLAUGHTER AND BRODIE AND SCHULTZ AMONGMANY OTHERS INSIST THAT THE

PROLABIUM IS NATURAL PART OF THE UPPER LIP AND SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE LIP

IN ANY PLAN OF REPAIR OF BILATERAL CLEFTS WITH USE OF COMPOSITE

AURICULAR GRAFT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE COLUMELLA THE PROLABIUM CAN BE LEFT

IN ITS NORMAL POSITION SUFFICIENT TIME HAS NOT ELAPSED SINCE THE INAU

GURATION OF THIS PROCEDURE TO ESTIMATE ADEQUATELY GROWTH FACTORS AS RELATED

TO THE NOSE AND THE GRAFTS PEER REPORTS
OBSERVATION ON THE GROWTH OF

YOUNG HUMAN CARTILAGE AUTOGRAFTS OF EARS SEPRAL AND RIB CARTILAGE HE NOTED

THAT THESE GRAFTS RETAIN THEIR CHARACTERISTIC STRUCTURE AND THAT THERE WAS

EVIDENCE OF GROWTH IN THE EAR AND SEPRAL CARRILAGES

FREE SKIN AND FAT GRAFT

ZINO IN 1943 SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO ADVOCATE THE USE OF

THE COMPOSITE GRAFT OF SKIN AND FAT FROM THE LOBE OF THE EAR TO

LENGTHEN SHORT COLUMELLA

METICULOUS SAMUEL MILTON DUPERTUIS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF

TSBURGH WHO HAD EARLY TRAINING IN PARIS WITH PROFESSOR RENA

LERICHE AND LATER WITH WEBSTER AT PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL IN

NEWYORK IN 1946 REPORTED HIS EXPERIENCE WITH FREE COMPOSITE

GRAFTS OF THE EAR LOBE TO THE COLUMELLA AS REFLECTION OF THE

FRUSTRATION EXPERIENCED IN BILATERAL CLEFT SURGERY DUPERRUIS ONCE

MILTON DUPERTUIS WROTE IN LETTER TO WEBSTER

ONE SOMETIMES SUFFERS FROM BEING PERFECTIONIST BUT IN MOST INSTANCES IT

SEEMS MANIFESTLY WORTHWHILE
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IN WEBSTERS MEMORIAM TO DUMERTUIS THE STORY OF HIS EAR LOBE

GRAFTS
IS COMPLETE

HIS FAIRNESS AND INTEGRITY ARE ILLUSTRATED BY HIS READINESS TO GIVE CREDIT TO

OTHERS WHEN IT WAS DUE FOR INSTANCE IN PUBLISHING SERIES OF CASES SHOWING

EXCELLENT RESULTS FROM FREE GRAFTING OF SKIN AND FAR AS COMPOSITE GRAFTS
FROM

THE EAR LOBE METHOD WHICH HE INDEPENDENTLY DEVISED HE DISCOVERED THAT

KT THE PROCEDURE
HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN DESCRIBED IN LITTLE KNOWN REPORT AND

GAVE THAT AUTHOR CREDIT FOR PRIORITY HE LATER HAD THE COURAGE AND BROAD

MINDEDNESS TO SHOW CASES IN WHICH THIS METHOD HAD NOT BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL

AS WARNING TO OTHERS OF POSSIBLE LIMITATIONS IN IRS USE

INFLUENCED BY DUPERRUIS MUSGRAVE AND LATER LEHMAN DE

SCRIBED INTERESTING RESULTS WITH THIS APPROACH

THEN IN 1974 MUSGRAVE AND GARRETT PUBLISHED 14YEAR

FOLLOWUP OF COMPOSITE EAR LOBE GRAFT WHICH DEMONSTRATED

DEFINITE LENGTHENING OF THE COLUMELLA BUT STUCKON UNNATURAL

NESS WITHOUT THE GRACEFUL SWEEP OF THE COLUMELLA INTO THE NASAL

THETIP OR

COMPARISON

IN 1949 DONALD PELLICIARI OF COLUMBUS OHIO COMPARED THE TWO

TYPES OF COMPOSITE AURICULAR GRAFTS AT THIS TIME HE SEEMED TO

FAVOR THE LIPOCURANEOUS LOBE GRAFT OVER THE CHONDROCUTANEOUS

HELIX GRAFT

THE LOBE IS ESPECIALLY HANDY AS DONOR AREA SINCE IT CAN BE REPAIRED

IMMEDIATELY AFTER TAKING THE GRAFT NEEDS LITTLE AFRERCARE AND LEAVES NO

NOTICEABLE SCAR IT IS ALSO PERFECT MATCH FOR COLOR AND TEXTURE
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THE HELIX GRAFT HOWEVER HAS SEVERAL DISADVANTAGES

MUST BE NO WIDER THAN 1CM

REQUIRES TWO STAGES TO REPAIR THE DONOR SITE

MAY TAKE ON DARKER PIGMENTATION

CARE MUST BE TAKEN NOT TO SEPARATE SKIN FROM CARTILAGE

YET HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PRESENCE OF CARTILAGE LED TO RIGIDITY

PRODUCING COLUMELLA WITHOUT CREASES THIS TO ME IS THE CRUX OF

THE CHOICE FOR LOBE GRAFT TENDS TO BE PUDGY LIKE MARSHMALLOW

AND CHONDROCUTANEOUS GRAFT IS LIKE THE COLUMELLA IT IS CON

STRUCTING

IT SEEMS THAT USING THE EAR FOR THE COLUMELLA IN BILATERAL CLEFTS

ALTHOUGH EASIER FOR COMPROMISE RESULT CAN BE CONSIDERED

SOMEWHAT OF DESPERATION MOVE NEVERTHELESS FINE SURGEONS FIND

IT TEMPTING IN 1973 BROADBENT DISCARDING MUCH PROLABIUM

WHILE USING ROTATIONADVANCEMENT INCISIONS IN THE MANCHESTER

PRIMARY BILATERAL CLEFT CLOSURE OFTEN ENDED UP WITH FLAT NOSE AND

SHORT COLUMELLA WHEN CHALLENGED WHAT HE DOES ABOUT THIS

SHORTAGE HE ADMITTED USING FREE GRAFTS FROM THE EAR KNOWING

BROADBENR ONE COULD WAGER HE GETS QUITE GOOD RESULTS THEN IN

1974 WITH WOOLF HE WROTE AGAIN ABOUT EAR GRAFTS

COMPOSITE FREE GRAFT FROM THE EAR MAY BE USED TO ELEVATE THE TIP AND ALSO

AVOIDS OPERATING ON THE LIP

IN THE CASES PRESENTED IN 1977 THEIR EAR GRAFTS HAD AN UNNATURAL

NESS IN PRINCIPLE THERE MUST BE BETTER WAY

RECENTLY HAVE HAD OCCASION TO TREAT SECONDARILY BILATERAL LIP

CLEFT WHICH HAD HAD TRANSECTION OF THE COLUMELLA AT ITS BASE AND

THE INSERTION OF AN UNSUCCESSFUL COMPOSITE AURICULAR GRAFT THIS

FAILURE COMPROMISED MY EXECUTION OF FORKED FLAP AND FORCED USE

OF LESS SATISFACTORY METHOD THE CASE APPEARS IN CHAPTER 39

IT

ALAR BASE GRAFT

IN 1954 MAX PEGRAM OF WILSHIRE BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES CALI

FORNIA DESCRIBED USE OF COMPOSITE ALAR BASE WEDGEEXCISIONS FOR

STAGED FREE GRAFTING OF CONGENITALLY SHORT COLUMELLA AT THAT

TIME HE STATED
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THE USE OF THE ALA COMPOSITE GTAFT FOT LENGTHENING OF THE SHOTT COLUMELLA OF

THE BILATETAL CLEFT LIP IS UNDET STUDY AT THE PTESENR TIME

SUCH ACTION HAS COMMENDABLEECONOMY IF INDEED THE ALAR BASES

II

CAN AFFORD IT FEW BILATERAL CLEFT LIP CASES COULD SPARE EIIOUGH TO

LENGTHEN THE COLUMELLA SUFFICIENTLY TO LIFT AND MAINTAIN THIS

ELEVATION AS NO FURTHER PUBLICATIONS APPEARED FROM PEGRAM

WROTE HIM FOR AN UPTODARE REPORT

THIS IS HIS ANSWER ON JUNE 11 1974

HAVE BEEN VERY DERELICT IN NOT PUBLISHING FOLLOWUP ARTICLE ON ALA GTAFTS

TO ELEVATE THE COLUMELLA AND UNFORTUNATELY ALL OF MY PHOTOGRAPHS WERE LOST

IT IS THE ONLY PROCEDURE HAVE EVER USED TO ELEVATE COLUMELLA AND HAVE

USED THE PROCEDURE APPROXIMATELY 2530 TIMES THE GRAFTS MEASURE MM
ALONG THE FREE EDGE AND THEY HAVE ALL SURVIVED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ABOUT

SIX MONTHS AFTER THE FIRST ALA GRAFT HAVE TAKEN SECOND GRAFT FROM THE

OPPOSITE ALA AND GRAFTED IT IN THE COLUMELLA FOT FURTHER ELEVATION THEY TOO

HAVE ALL SURVIVED TTOPHIC CHANGES HAVE BEEN MINIMAL IF AT ALL

LIKE THE PROCEDURE BECAUSE OF ITS SIMPLICITY AND THE COLUMELLA LOOKS

QUITE NORMAL
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