
36 CREATING THE UPPER

LABIAL SULCUS

VON DEILEN OF CAMDEN NEWJERSEY IN 1956 SET

CRITERIA FOR BILATERAL CLEFT LIP CONSTRUCTION INCLUDING FREE UPPER

IZJP
THIS INVOLVES CREATION AND MAINTENANCE OF AN UPPER LABIAL

SULCUS

ADHESION

WHEN THE UPPER LABIAL SULCUS IS BRIDGED BY AN ADHESIVE BAND THIS

CAN BE SIMPLY DIVIDEDOR BETTER SPLIT AND CLOSED WITH OF

MUCOSAL FLAPS AS DESCRIBED BY MANY INCLUDING RAYMOND GOLA IN

1970

TOTAL ABSENCE OF SULCUS

TECHNIQUES THAT INTRODUCE THE LATERAL MUCOSA BEHIND THE PROLA

BIUM SATISFY THE DEVELOPMENT OF SULCUS METHODS THAT ACCEPT

THE PROLABIUMS ATTACHMENT TO THE PREMAXILLA OF COURSE NEVER

ACHIEVE SULCUS FOR SUCH CASES SEVERAL SURGEONS HAVE PROPOSED
IF

METHODS OF SECONDARY SULCUS CONSTRUCTION
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FREE SKIN GRAFT INLAYS

AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO FACE AND JAW RECONSTRUCTION DURING

WORLD WAR WAS THAT OF JOHANNES FREDERICK ESSER DUTCH

MAN WORKING IN AUSTRIA HE CONCEIVED THE FREE SKIN GRAFT INLAY

FOR CREATING LABIAL SULCUS CONCERNED ABOUT THE COMPLICATIONS

OF INFECTION HE MADE AN INCISION IN THE SKIN UNDER THE JAW AND

DISSECTED BLIND POCKET BETWEEN THE LIP AND CHEEK AND THE MAN

DIBLE WITHOUT OPENING INTO THE ORAL CAVITY STENT COVERED BY

SKIN GRAFT WITH ITS RAW SIDE OUR WAS INSERTED INTO THE POCKET

JOHANNES ESSER WHICH WAS CLOSED BY SUTURING THE SKIN OVER IT ONCE THE GRAFT

WAS WELL HEALED ESSER INCISED ALONG THE LINE OF THE FUTURE SULCUS

INSIDE THE MOUTH AND REMOVED THE MOLD REVEALING WELLLINED

LABIAL SULCUS

THERE ARE STORIES THAT CLOAK ESSERS NAME IN MYSTERY AND

CONTRADICTIONJOSEPH SAFIAN RECALLS OBSERVING HIM IN BERLIN TRYING

TO OPERATE WITHOUT ANESTHESIA ON THE CLEFT LIP OF CONVULSING

INFANT WITH THE BABY IN HIS LAP WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT THIS IN

CIDENT ESSER IS REPORTED TO HAVE STATED ABRUPTLY

BABIES HAVE NO FEELINGS

AT THE PEAK OF HITLERS POWER IN THE EARLY 40S ESSER WHOWAS

NOW WORKING IN BERLIN CAME TO THE UNITED STATES AND TRAVELING

ABOUT IN MOBILE HOME VISITED VARIOUS PLASTIC SURGEONS

MALINIAC RECALLED THAT DURING ESSERS VISIT

ONE NOT MEET HIM WITHOUT LIKING HIM

YET LAMONT REMEMBERS THAT THE ELDERLY JOHN STAIGE DAVIS HAD

BEEN QUITE UPSET BY HIS VISIT WITH ESSER CERTAINLY DURING HIS

CALL ON SAFIAN ESSER REVEALED HIS NAZI SYMPATHY BY CONDONING

THE LOSS OF THOUSANDS OF LIVES IN THE EFFORT TO UNITE WESTERN EUROPE

JUST ONE DAY AFTER ESSERS VISIT WITH SAFIAN AN AGENT OF THE FED

ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION CAME LOOKING FOR HIM BUT HE MAN

AGED TO KEEP ONE JUMP AHEAD OF THE FBI UNTIL HIS RETURN TO

GERMANY
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POSTWAR ERA

AT THE END OF THE 191 WAR MOST OF THOSE WHOHAD SERVED

AS PLASTIC SURGEONS IN THE BRITISH ARMY RETURNED TO THEIR PREVIOUS

SPECIALTY
GILLIES RECALLED

TO VENTURE INTO THIS RATHER NEWFIELD OF CIVILIAN
PIASRIC SURGERY WAS CERTAINLY

GAMBLE AND AS SIR MILSOM REES HAD KEPT THE ENT POST OPEN FOR ME IT

WAS TEMPTATION TO RETURN IT MEANT REASSOCIARION WITH ROYALTY AND

CERTAIN FINANCIAL SUCCESS HUT THE PLASTIC BUG HAD BITTEN

BY 1922 GILLIES HAD CONSULTING ROOMS IN LONDON AT GREAT

PORTLAND PLACE KILNER HAD JOINED HIM AND PRIVATE PRACTICE WAS

GRADUALLY INCREASING

ONE PARTICULAR GROUP OF PARIENRS THAT WERE NUMEROUS ABOUT THIS TIME WERE

THE OLD SECONDARY HARELIPS WHO WERE COMING IN FOR BUCCAL INLAYS

HE SIMPLIFIED ESSERS ORIGINAL 1917 SKINBURYING PROCEDURE AND

THIS MORE DIRECT METHOD HAS SERVED EFFECTIVELY IN BILATERAL CLEFTS

THAT REQUIRE THE CONSTRUCTION OF SULCUS THE TECHNIQUE IS QUITE

EASY SPLITSKIN GRAFT IS WRAPPED AROUND GUTTAPERCHA MOLD

WITH ITS RAW SURFACE OUT THEN AN INTRAORAL POCKET IS DISSECTED

BETWEEN THE LIP AND THE PREMAXILLA THE EPITHELIAL EGG IS NESTED

INTO THE POCKET AND THE MUCOSA SUTURED OVER IT FOR SEVERAL WEEKS

THEN THE SULCUS LAYS THE GUTTAPERCHA EGG LEAVING BEHIND

SKINLINED CAVITY

44

THESE GRAFTS ARE NOTORIOUS FOR THEIR 99 PERCENT TAKE OF COURSE

THE FATE OF THE TAKE DEPENDS ON THE RAW SURFACES BEING OUTWARD

HAVE HEARD THE ROTUND PROFESSOR KILNER RELATE HIS FAVORITE INLAY

GRAFT STORY HE AWAKENED ONE NIGHT SUDDENLY WONDERING WHETHER
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THE INLAY HE PLACED THE DAY BEFORE HAD BEEN INSERTED THE WRONG

SIDE OUT HE TOSSED AND TURNED BECOMING MORE AND MORE SUSPI

CIOUS THAT THE GRAFT WAS INSIDE OUT FINALLY HE GOT UP AND WENT TO

SEE FOR CERTAIN AND WAS RELIEVED TO FIND THE GRAFT CORRECTLY POSI

TIONED

THIS PROCEDURE IS EFFECTIVE EVENTUALLY SOME CONTRACTURE IS

NOTICED BUT IN GENERAL THE SKIN GRAFT INLAY CREATES FUNCTIONAL

SULCUS

EXTENDING SULCUS
TO FREE THE NOSE

GILLIES EXTENDED HIS UPPER SULCUS INLAY PRINCIPLE TO ITS

ULTIMATE IN THE CONTRACTED LUETIC NOSE HE USED THE SAME PRINCIPLE

TO FREE THE CONTRACTED NOSE IN THE SECONDARY BILATERAL CLEFT LIP

LATER IN 1952 VON DEILEN OF CAMDEN NEW JERSEY DE

SCRIBED THE RESTORATION OF 15YEAROLD GIRL WITH THE TYPICAL

SECONDARY DEFORMITIES OF BILATERAL CLEFT INCLUDING CONTRACTED

MAXILLA FOLLOWING BROPHYTYPE PALATE CLOSURE HE CARRIED OUT

PROLABIUM SHIFT INTO THE COLUMELLA AND REPLACED IT WITH AN ABBE

FLAP HE THEN NOTED

THIS GIRLS FACE STILL HAD DISHED APPEARANCE DUE TO THE RETROPOSITION OF THE

BASE OF THE NOSE DECIDED THE BEST WAY WAS WITH AN APPLIANCE

WHICH HAD HIGH AND THICK LABIAL FLANGE THIS FLANGE WOULD FIR INTO

ARTHUR VON DEITEN MANUFACTURED EPITHELIALIZED POCKET ANTERIOR TO THE MAXILLA AND PUSH OUT THE

NUS AND UPPER LIP AND CLOSE ALL HOLES SO DECIDED TO DEEPEN THE LABIAL

SULCUS FREE THE BASE OF HER NOSE BRING THE NOSE FORWARD AND COVER ALL RAW

AREAS WITH SPLIT SKIN GRAFT THIS WAS DONE

THE RESULT HE SHOWED WAS NOTICEABLE IMPROVEMENT

FREE MUCOSAL GRAFT

IN 1966 COSMAN AND CRIKELAIR REPORTED LATE RELEASE OF THE PROLA

BIUM FROM THE PREMAXILLA AND CREATION OF AN UPPER LABIALALVEOLAR

SULCUS IN 12 CASES OUT OF SERIES OF 40 BILATERAL CLEFTS AS THEY

MUCOSAL GRAFT
REPORTED

DISSECTION OF THE PROLABIUM FROM THE PREMAXILLA WITH FULL THICKNESS FREE

MUCOSAL
GRAFT TO THE LABIAL SURFACE LEAVING THE PREMAXILLA AREA BARE WAS FOUND

TO BE AN EFFECTIVE METHOD FREE OF MAJOR OBJECTIONS
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FLAPPING THE SULCUS

ALFRED FALCONE OF SYRACUSE NEWYORK ROMANTICIST WITH LOVE

OF HIS WORK WAS TRAINED BY PIONEER LEON SUTTON WHOM HE

CONSIDERS SECOND FATHER HE RECALLS SUCH SUCCINCT

AS

WHY IS LEFT SIDED CLEFT LIP EASIER TO REPAIR
THAN THE RIGHT SIMPLY BECAUSE

THERE ARE MORE LEFT CLEFTS AND THE EXPERIENCE LEVEL SHOULD HE GREATER

OR

ONE CAN COMPARE REPAIR OF THE CLEFT LIP ESPECIALLY AT THE POINT WHERESOME OF AIFED FALCONE

THE EXCESS VERMILION IS DISCARDED TO THE GOVERNMENT FISCAL POLICIES IT SEEMS

THAT WHEN YOU DONT HAVE ENOUGH YOU END UP THROWING SOME AWAY

OBVIOUSLY FALCONE RESENTED MISUSE OF MUCOSA IN 1966 HE DE

SIGNED ITS EFFECTIVE USE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE UPPER SULCUS

THE MUCOSA OF THE ANTERIOR PREMAXILLA WAS CUT FREE WITH ITS BASE

ABOVE IN CONTINUITY WITH THE UPPER LIP MUCOSA THE LIP WAS

DISSECTED FROM THE PREMAXILLA AS POCKET UP NEAR THE NASAL SPINE

AND THE MUCOSAL FLAP WAS TURNED UNDER TO LINE THE LIP SIDE OF THE

SULCUS THE RAW PERIOSTEUM OF THE PREMAXILLA WAS LEFT TO RE

EPITHELIALIZE AND IT READILY DOES SO

THE PRODUCTIVE NORFOLK TEAM OF HORTON ADAMSON

MLADICK AND TADDEO IN 1970 SUGGESTED PRESERVATION OF

THE VERMILION PARINGS AS FLAPS OF MUCOSA TO LINE THE SULCUS OR
II

COVER THE PREMAXILLARY RAW SURFACE IN THE PRIMARY SURGERY THIS

SOUND AND ECONOMICAL GESTURE AT LEAST PARTIALLY MAINTAINS
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SULCUS THEY ALSO STATED THAT QUITE APART FROM THE NEED FOR FREE

UPPER SULCUS IF THE PROLABIUM REMAINS ATTACHED TO THE PREMAXILLA

IT CAN INTERFERE WITH GROWTH

THEN IN GEORGIADES 1974 TRANSACTIONS OF THE CLEFT LIP AND

PALATE SYMPOSIUM HELD AT DUKE UNIVERSITY AFTER SLIGHT REAR

RANGEMENT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE TEAM AND ONE SUBSTITUTION

RICHARD MIADICK OF YUGOSLAVIAN EXTRACTION BUT DUKE TRAINED

WITH HORTON ADAMSON AND CARRAWAY PRESENTED SEVERAL

ALTERNATE SECONDARY METHODS OF FLAPPING AND MUCOSAGRAFTING

MG THE UPPER SULCUS EACH HAS POSSIBLE PLACE IN SULCUS

RICHARD MIADICK
SURGERY

AND

II
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FOR BOTH FREE BORDER AND SULCTJS

GUNG HOJOSEPH OMALLEY OF ORLANDO LEFT HIS PRACTICE TO SERVE IN

THE FIELD WITH THE MARINES IN VIETNAM ONCE OVER THE MOUN

TAINOUS TERRAIN OF ERHIOPA HE TRACKED AND SHOT RARE PADDED

KNEE GOAT THE WALIA IBEX NOW IN THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

JUST FEW MONTHS BEFORE HIS TRAGIC END OMALLEY WROTE NOTE IN

THE JUNE 1973 SOUTHEASTERN PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGEONS

NEWSLETTER

THROUGHOUT MY TRAVELS AROUND THE WORLD AND
PARTICULARLY

IN CENTRAL
JOSEPH OA4ALLEY

AMERICA HAVE FOUND MANY CASES OF REPAIRED BILATERAL CLEFT LIPS
WHICH

PRESENT TOTALLY OBLITERATED UPPER LIP SULCUS AND INADEQUATE VERMILION OF THE

PROLABIUM
AND HAVE FOUND THE VERMILION LIP ROLL VARIATION OF THE ABBE

FLAP TO BE MOST USEFUL

IN CASES WITH WHISTLING DEFORMITY AND NO SULCUS OR POSTERIOR

MUCOSA FOR THE USUAL ROLLDOWN OMALLEY ADVOCATED PETERSONS

ALTERED ABBE STANDARD ABBE FLAP THE WIDTH OF THE PROLABIUM

WAS CUT AND SHORN OF ITS SKIN LEAVING MUSCLE MUCOSA AND

VERMILION BORDER HE FREED THE PROLABIUM FROM THE PREMAXILLA

AND SLID THIS SKINNED ABBE BEHIND TO LINE THE LIP AND FILL OUT THE

FREE BORDER THE PEDICLE WAS DIVIDED IN 10 TO 14 DAYS

II

YET AGAIN IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT IF THE PRIMARY

SURGERY IS DESIGNED CORRECTLY AN UPPER LABIAL SULCUS WILL BE ONE OF

THE DIVIDENDS AND ONLY MINOR REVISION IF ANY SHOULD EVER BE

REQUIRED
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