
21 JOINING THE MUSCLES

FLYING SOUTH

PAUCITY OF BILATERAL LIP CLEFTS IN THE MIAMI AREA IN THE

LATTER PART OF THE 50S CAUSED ME TO LOOK ELSEWHERE FOR CASES

JAMAICAN KENNETH MCNEILL FRCS HAD QUALIFIED IN MEDI

CINE AT ST BARTHOLOMEWS HOSPITAL LONDON AND SERVED WITH

JOSEPH SANKEY AT THE FACIOMAXILLARY AND PLASTIC SURGERY UNIT

BARNSLEY HALL HOSPITAL BROMSGROVE ENGLAND DURING WORLD
WAR II AFTER HOSTILITIES ENDED HE HAD RETURNED TO KINGSTON

JAMAICA AND STARTED VOLUNTARY PLASTIC SURGERY UNIT DURING
VISIT TO MIAMI HE INVITED ME TO COME TO WORKWITH HIM IN HIS KENNETH MCNEIL

CARIBBEAN PARADISE SETTING THE BAIT WITH PROMISE OF PLENTY OF

BILATERAL CLEFT CASES AT THE MERE MENTION OF BILATERAL CLEFTS

BEGAN TOSSING INSTRUMENTS AND SUTURES INTO BAG AND ALMOST BEAT

MCNEILL BACK TO HIS ISLAND IN THE SUN THUS HAPPY COOPERATION

WAS BEGUN IN 1959 WHICH HAS LASTED OVER ALL THESE YEARS MCNEILL

IS NOW MINISTER OF HEALTH AND IS PLANNING PLASTIC SURGERY CENTER

IN MONTEGO BAY WITH SPECIAL SECTION FOR CLEFT LIP AND PALATE

WORK

AT FIRST TRIED THE DELAYED PRIMARY FORKED FLAP AGAIN THE
DIMINUTIVE PROLABIUM OF PEA SIZE WAS INCORPORATED IN THE LIP AND

THE LATERAL VERMILION FLAPS WERE USED TO OVERLAP THE INFERIOR

PROLABIUM VERMILION THEN DURING MY NEXT VISIT TO KINGSTON
SEVERAL MONTHS LATER THE DELAYED FORKED FLAP WAS ADVANCED OUT OF
THE

LIP INTO THE COLUMELLA WITH RELEASE OF THE NASAL TIP
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LYCAR YEARS

ATTACHING THE LATERAL MUSCLE ELEMENTS TO THE SIDES OF THE

PEASIZED PROLABIUM STRETCHED THE PROLABIUM SO MUCH THAT IN

FEW MONTHS IT COULD QUITE EASILY GIVE UP FORKED FLAP TO THE

COLUMELLA AND STILL RETAIN NORMALSIZED PHILTRUM THUS THE

COMPROMISE HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL AS FAR AS APPORTIONING TISSUES

BETWEEN THE LIP AND TIST NOSE WAS CONCERNED BUT THE LACK OF

MUSCLE CONTINUITY ACROSS THE CLEFT LEFT UNNATURAL LATERAL BULGES ON

EITHER SIDE OF AN UNANIMATED MUSCIELESS PROLABIUM

ANOTHER PROLABIUM WAS STUCK BETWEEN THE MUSCULAR LATERAL LIP

ELEMENTS IN PREPARATION FOR SECONDARY FORKED FLAP THIS WAS AN

EXAMPLE OF THE JUST DESCRIBED CONSERVATIVE APPROACHWITH NO

PRIMARY LIP MUSCLE UNION AND DELAY OF THE FORKED FLAP FOR

YEARSTHAT WAS USING IN MIAMI AT THE TIME
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THEN IT WAS DECIDED THAT TO IMPROVE THE LIP APPEARANCE AND

ACTION MUSCLE CONTINUITY ACROSS THE CLEFT WAS NECESSARY THERE

FORE ON NUMBER OF BILATERAL CLEFTS IN JAMAICA USED THE

MEYERSCHULTZBROWNEGLOVERMUCOSA AND MUSCLE CLOSURE BEHIND

THE PROLABIUM AND NOTED DEFINITE IMPROVEMENT IN LIP FUNCTION

BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF STRETCH IN THE PROLABIUM THE FORKED FLAP

HAD TO BE POSTPONED FIVE YEARS OR MORE UNDER THIS REGIMEN THE

LIPS
IN THE BILATERAL CLEFTS IN THE CARIBBEAN NEGRO WERE DEVELOP

ING SO WELL THAT THE SHORTNESS OF THE COLUMELLA ALTHOUGH DE

TRACTING
FROM THE IDEAL RESULT STILL DID NOT QUITE JUSTIFY AN EARLY

SECONDARY FORKED FLAP THE LIP SCARS FOLLOWING THE PRIMARY OPERA

TION IN THE INFANT WERE SO GOOD THAT ENTHUSIASM FOR ADDITIONAL

SURGERY OF THE LIP TO AID THE NOSE WAS DISCOURAGED
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endstream

endobj




FURTHERMORE THE JAMAICAN PARENTS WERE SATISFIED AND ONLY

UNDER DURESS WOULD THEY RETURN TO THE CLINIC WITH THE CHILD IT

WAS DISTURBING TO HAVE RESULTS ACCEPTED WHEN THEY FELL SHORT OF

THE POSSIBLE NASAL CORRECTIONS AND IN THE CAUCASIAN THE DISCREP

ANCY OF COURSE WAS WORSE

THEN CASE USING THIS SAME APPROACH ENDED UP WITH NASAL TIP

SO FLAT THAT THIS ASPECT COULD NO LONGER BE IGNORED

HERE WAS THE SPARK THAT SET OFF THE PRIMARY FORKED FLAP
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