
20 NO LI MUSCLE UNION AND

DELAYING THE FORKED FLAP FOR

YEAR OR YEARS

WITH EARLY COLUMELLA LENGTHENING WITH THE

FORKED FLAP AS SECONDARY PROCEDURE AT THREE TO SIX MONTHS OF AGE

HAD SUGGESTED SEVERAL POINTS

LENGTHENING THE COLUMELLA BENEFITED THE

GIVING UP THE FORKED FLAP BENEFITED THE PROLABIUM

BUT TOTAL DIVISION OF THE PROLABIUM FROM THE COLUMELLA SO

EARLY ESPECIALLY IN COMPLETE CLEFTS TENDED TO PRODUCE LONG LIP IN

VERTICAL DIMENSION

IT RAISED THE QUESTION IS ALL THIS EARLY HURRY TO HELP THE FLAT

NOSE WORTH THE EFFORT OR INDEED WORTHWHILE

THERE NOT BEING AN OBVIOUS ANSWER RELAXED BIT IN MY

PRESSURE TO CORRECT THE NOSE EARLY

HERE IS SMALL SERIES OF CASES TREATED MOSTLY IN THE EARLY 60S BY

CONSERVATIVE ROUTINE STRADDLING THE FENCE AND THE PREMAXILLA

MEANT THAT MORE RADICAL ACTION WAS REQUIRED EVENTUALLY THE

GENERAL PLAN WAS AS FOLLOWS

CLOSURE OF BOTH SIDES OF THE LIP CLEFT WAS TO BE DONE IN ONE STAGE

BUT WITHOUT JOINING THE LATERAL MUSCLES TO EACH OTHER IN THE MIDLINE

BEHIND THE FREED PROLABIUM THE MUSCLELESS PROLABIUM WAS THEN

AT THE MERCY OF THE STRETCHING ACTION OF THE LATERAL LIP MUSCULA

TURE THIS WIDENED AND FLATTENED THE PROLABIUM BUT IN SOME

INSTANCES DID NOT MOLD THE PREMAXILLA ENOUGH
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IN SOME CASES VOMER RESECTION WAS NECESSARY TO SET BACK THE

REMAXILLA THIS WAS POSTPONED TO ABOUT FOUR TO FIVE YEARS OF AGE

IN THE ABSENCE OF EARLY COLUMELLA LENGTHENING THE

CULUMELLA REMAINED SHORT DRAGGING THE NASAL TIP FLAT THUS

SECONDARY FORKED FLAP IN ONE STAGE USUALLY AT ABOUT FIVE TO SIX YEARS

OF AGE WAS PLANNED TO INCORPORATE THE BILATERAL LIP SCARS AND SOME

OF THE STRETCHED PROLABIUM THIS MADE REENTRY INTO THE LIP

NECESSARY WITH LOSS OF THE LOVELY LIP SCARS OF INFANCY THE FIVE

POINTS OF THE ONESTAGE FORKED FLAP AT THIS AGE DID NOT MAKE SUCH

NICE SCARS

NO MUSCLE UNION AND FORKED
FLAP AT ONE YEAR

BD 22060

FH NO CLEFTS

FT UNEVENT

FUL

OCA NONE

526 60 UNE

STAGE BILATERAL LIP

CLOSURE WITH LAT

ERAL VERMILION

OVERLAP OF PROLA

BIUM VERMILION

11261 FORKED

FLAP FOR COLUMELLA

LENGTHENING

4T



IHL

921 61 2165

THE PATIENT
RETURNED NINE YEARS LATER REVEALING PHILTRUM AND

CUPIDS BOW THAT WAS TOO WIDE NOTICEABLE SKIN SCARS LACK OF LIP

MUSCLE CONTINUITY FLARED LEFT ALA AND RETRACTED COLUMELLA WITH

HOOKED BULBOUS NASAL TIP

11

II

II

14
YEARS

SOME OF THE SURGICAL PROCEDURES WHICH HAD TO BE USED AT AGE

15 YEARS FOR SEWNDARY CORRECTION ARE NOW BEING USED IN THE

PRIMARY CLOSURE TO BYPASS PREDICTABLE PROBLEMS

DURING THE BILATERAL SCAR REVISIONS THE PROLABIUM WAS RE

DUCED TO PHILTRUM DIMENSIONS

THE LATERAL LIP ELEMENT MUSCULATURE FROM EACH SIDE WAS

65
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DISSECTED FREE AND ADVANCED INTO THE PROLABIUM TO WITHIN MM
OF ITS COUNTERPART AND HELD WITH BURIED 40 MERSILENE MATTRESS

SUTURES THIS SLIGHT MODIFICATION INTRODUCES MUSCLES INTO THE

PROLABIUM HUT IT WAS HOPED THAT IF THE VERTICAL CENTER OF THE

PROLABIUM WAS LEFT INTACT THE BULGES OF THE MUSCLES UP TO THIS

STRIP ON EACH SIDE WOULD CREATE THE EFFECT OF PHILTRUM COLUMNS

FLANKING CENTRAL PHILTRUM GROOVE MEDIAL WHITE ROLL FLAPS WERE

TRANSPOSED LATERALLY

THE LEFT ALAR BASE WAS CUT FREE WITH SUBCUTANEOUS EXTEN

SION WHICH WAS ADVANCED AND SUTURED TO THE SEPTAL BASE THE

RIGHT ALAR BASE WAS REDUCED BY WEDGE RESECTION

THE BULBOUS ALAR CARTILAGES WERE REDUCED

SUBMUCOUS RESECTION OF THE OBSTRUCTING SEPTAL CARTILAGE

PRODUCED STRUTS WHICH WERE USED TO IMPROVE THE CONTOUR OF THE

RETRACTED COLUMELLA

MONTH POSTOPERAT YE

IT IS ENCOURAGING THAT IN SPITE OF THE LATE FORKED FLAP AND LATE

LATERAL LIP MUSCLE ADVANCEMENT TOWARDTHE MIDLINE BY 15 YEARS OF

AGE FINE FINAL FUNCTIONAL AND AESTHETIC RESULT IS POSSIBLE
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NO MUSCLE UNION AND FORKED
FLAP AT SIX YEARS

ILL
FR FATHER

BILATERAL

CLP

WITH

PROJECT

ING PRE

MAXILLA

FT UNEVENT

FUL

OCA NONE

17 63 BALHER STARTED SPREADING

DEVICE

62163 RIGHT SIDE APPROXIMATED

TO PROLABIUM WIRH USUAL INFERIOR

VERMILION OVERLAP

BALBERS DEVICE

RIGHT SIDE FIRSR
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T2 63 SIMILAR

PROCEDURE ON LEFT

2266

PALATE CLOSED CX

CEPT VOMER PRE

MAXILLARY COMPO

NENT

2665 964

1467 VOMER

TESECTION CM
AND SETBACK 4F

4I

130 68 BILARETAL

BONE GRAFTS TO THE

ALVEULUS

2169 FORKED

FLAP

12 YEARS
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NO MUSCLE JOIN AND FORKED
FLAP AT NINE YEARS

WITH

UNILATERAL

CA NONE

DEVIATED PREMAXILLA WITH BALBER DEVICE SPREADING

MAXILLARY COMPONENTS APPROXIMATED THE MAXILLAE

BEHIND THE PREMAXILLA

AT THREE AND HALF MONTHS THE MUCOSA OF THE LATERAL LIP ELEMENTS 11 62 ONE
STAGE

BILATERAL LIP

CLOSURE
WAS BROUGHT TOGETHER AND SUTURED BEHIND THE PROLABIUM WHICH

HAD BEEN FREED FROM ITS ATTACHMENTS TO THE PREMAXILLA THE

MUSCLES OF THE LATERAL LIP ELEMENTS WERE BROUGHT TO THE SIDES OF

THE PROLABIUM WITH TWO CHROMIC CATGUT SUTURES PASSING THROUGH

THE SUBCUTANEOUS TISSUE OF THE PROLABIUM IN OTHER WORDS THE

LATERAL MUSCLES WERE NOT SUTURED TO EACH OTHER ACROSS THE CLEFT

LATERAL VERMILION FLAPS WERE USED TO OVERLAP THE TURNDOWN FLAP OF

PROLABIUM VERMILION

FF44

MONTHS
POSTOPERATIVE 18 MONTHS POSTOPE AT YE
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THE PROJECTING PREMAXILLA CONTINUED TO BE PROBLEM THE
10963

SOF PALATE
HBK AND ISLAND AT 14 MONTHS

HP WAS CLOSED WITH USAC FLAP

8669 OF AGE THE HARD PALATE WAS CLOSED AT SEVEN YEARS OF AGE AND THE

FOLLOWING YEAR ON JUNE 1970 FISTULA IN THE HARD PALATE WAS

CLOSED

71471 FORKED

FLAP AT YEARS

612 70 II YEARS

THE PREMAXILLA NEEDS FURTHER ORTHODONTIA THE COLUMELLA AND

LIP SCARS NEED REVISION AND THE LATERAL MUSCLES MUST BE BROUGHT

TOGETHER BETTER

MUCOSA BUT NO MUSCLE UNION
AND FORKED FLAP AT
SEVEN AND HALF YEARS

BD 22264
FH PATERNAL

AND

UNCLE

WITH CL

FUL

OCA NONE
AT ONE MONTH THE PROLABIUM WAS FREED FROM THE PREMAXILLA

AND THE LATERAL LIP ELEMENTS WERE FREED FROM THE MAXILLAE THE
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LATERAL MUCOSA WAS SUTURED TOGETHER UNDER THE PROLABIUM BUT THE

MUSCLES WERE NOT JOINED THE LATERAL VERMILION FLAPS WERE USED TO

OVERLAP THE TURNDOWN OF PROLABIUM VERMILION

2664

THE FORKED FLAP WAS DELAYED BECAUSE OF THE PROJECTING PRE

MAXILLA UNTIL SEVEN AND HALF
YEARS

OF AGE JR IS SHAME TO HAVE TO

LEAVE CHILD LIKE THIS SO LONG

SP

19 65 MODIFIED

LANGENBECK SOFT

PALATE CLOSURE

HP
22669 CLOSURE

OF HARD PALATE

971 FORKED

12 1272 ILIAC

BONE GRAFTS TO

PREMAXILLA

REENTRY INTO THE LIP AT THIS AGE DOES NOR GET GOOD SCARS AND

TAKES LONG TIME TO HEAL LIP REVISION AND REDUCTION RHINOPLASRY

ARE PLANNED AT 16 YEARS
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NO MUSCLE UNION AND
FORKED FLAP AT NINE YEARS

BD 410 67

FR UNKNOWN

FT URINARY INFECTION

OCA NONE

2467 LIP CLOSURE AT FOUR AND HALF MONTHS OF AGE ONESTAGE LIP CLOSURE WAS
SF

34 68 SOFT PALATE CLOSURE
ACCOMPLISHED BECAUSE OF EXCESSIVE PROTRUSION OF THE PREMAXILLA

69 MAXILLARY EXPANSION DE CONSERVATIVE STRAIGHTLINE CLOSURE WAS OBTAINED ON EACH SIDE

VICE INSERTED
WITH NO EFFORT TO JOIN THE LATERAL LIP MUCOSA OR MUSCLES BEHIND

THE PROLABIUM THE LATERAL VERMILION FLAPS WERE USED TO OVERLAP

THE TURNDOWN OF PROLABIUM VERMILION

AT FOUR AND HALF AND LATER AT NINE YEARS OF AGE THE LIP WAS NOT

TOO LONG BUT THE PROLABIUM AND CERTAINLY THE CUPIDS BOW WERE

TOO BROAD THE NASAL TIP WAS FLAT THE ALAR BASES WERE SEVERELY SPREAD

AND THE COLUMELLA WAS NONEXISTENT
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AT YEARS THE FORK WAS STORED IN WHISKER POSITION THE LATERAL

LIP MUCOSA AND MUSCLE ELEMENTS WERE UNITED BEHIND THE PRO

LABIUM AND DIMPLE STITCHES PLACED SIX WEEKS LATER THE FORKED

FLAP WAS ADVANCED INTO THE COLUMELLA AND THE ALAR BASES AD

VANCED MEDIALLY TIME WILL SMOOTH THIS RESULT AND FINAL MINOR

CORRECTIONS WILL BE MADE AT 16 YEARS

MUSCLE UNION AND FORKED
FLAP AT SEVEN YEARS

FH PATERNAL FIRST COUSIN

WITH BILATERAL CLP

FT UNEVENTFUL

FFJ



520 68 LIP CLOSURE AT TWO AND HALF MONTHS OF AGE ONESTAGE LIP CLOSURE WITHOUT

UNDERMINING OF THE LATERAL LIP ELEMENTS FROM THE MAXILLAE WAS

USED TO TRY THE CW APPROACH THERE WAS GRADUAL PARTIAL

SEPARATION ON THE RIGHT WHICH AFTER THREE WEEKS REQUIRED APPROX

IMATION THE FAILURE TO JOIN THE LATERAL MUSCLES TOGETHER BEHIND

THE PROLABIUM AND THE PERSISTENT FORWARD PROJECTION OF THE PRE

MAXILLA CAUSED GRADUAL STRETCHING OF THE PROLABIUM TO UNNATU

RAL BREADTH FINALLY AT FIVE YEARS THE PREMAXILLA WAS SET BACK

MODERATELY BY RESECTION OF PORTION OF THE VOMER AND ORTHO

DONTICS WAS CARRIED OUT BY BERKOWITZ

23 70 SOFT PAL

ATE CLOSUTE

726 73 PREMAXIL

LARY SETBACK

HP
112873 HARD

PALATE CLOSURE

WITH VOMER FLAP

BEFOTE SETBACK MONTHS AFTER SETBACK AGE 5I YEARS STILL NEEDS FORKED FLAP TO

AGE 42 YEARS COLUMELLA AND REDUCTION OF PROLABIUM

AGE 6‰ YEARS

ALREADY PAST SCHOOL ENTRY AGE THE PATIENT HAD FLAT NOSE AND

WIDE PROLABIUM WHICH FORCED SECONDARY ACTION IN SPITE OF THE FACT
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THAT THE PREMAXILLA WAS STILL PROJECTING OBSTACLE

IN MAY 1975 THE PROLABIUM WAS REDUCED BY FORKED FLAP

WHICH WAS BANKED IN WHISKER POSITION THE LATERAL MUSCLES WERE

JOINED TOGETHER BEHIND THE PROLABIUM

SIX MONTHS LATER THE FORKED FLAP WAS ADVANCED INTO THE COLUMELLA

TO RELEASE THE NASAL
TIP

AND THE ALAR BASES WEREADVANCED MEDIALLY

AS THE NASAL BRIDGE GROWSTHIS OVERPROJECTION OF THE TIP WILL BE

ACCOMMODATED

NOTE IT MUST BE ADMITTED THAT IN THIS TYPE OF CASE AS THE

PROLABIUM WAS SMALL AND THE PREMAXILLA SEVERELY PROJECTING THERE

MAY BE SOME JUSTIFICATION FOR POSTPONEMENT OF FORKED FLAP AND

LIP MUSCLE UNION PRIMARILY THIS ALLOWS STRETCHING OF THE PRO
LABIUM AND SETBACK OF THE PREMAXILLA IF SUCH MANEUVERS ARE

NECESSARY
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THIS TYPE OF CONSERVATISM CAN
RESTRICT PROGRESS OF PRINCIPLES

AS IT TURNED OUT THIS TYPE OF CONSERVATIVE APPROACH DID NOT

JOIN THE LATERAL MUSCLES ACROSS THE CLEFT DID NOT MOLD THE PRE

MAXILLA AS WELL ALLOWED THE PROLABIUM TO BE STRETCHED THIN AND

BY POSTPONING COLUMELLA LENGTHENING WITH THE FORKED FLAP LEFT

THE NASAL TIP FLAT FOR YEARS THEN WHEN THE FORKED FLAP FINALLY WAS

TAKEN OUT OF THE LIP THE RESULTANT FIVE POINTS SCARRING AT THIS

AGE WAS NOT AS SATISFACTORY AND TOOK YEARS TO SOFTEN IT IS HOPED

THAT THE ULTIMATE RESULTS WILL BE QUITE SATISFACTORY BUT THE NUM
BER OF OPERATIONS AND THE DELAY IN TIME SEEMED TOO MUCH THE

EXCEPTION OF COURSE IS WHEN THE PROLABIUM IS TOO SMALL AND THE

PREMAXILLA TOO PROJECTING THERE HAD TO BE BETTER WAY AND THE

SEARCH CONTINUED
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