
35 CONGRESS DEMONSTRATION

WAS NOT LONG AFTER BERKELEYS PROVOCATIVE VISIT TO MIAMI

THAT WAS SCHEDULED TO DEMONSTRATE OVER LIVE TV CLEFT LIP

CLOSURE AT THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PLASTIC SURGERY IN

AUSTRALIA WHEN THE PREOPERATIVE PHOTO OF THE SEVERE CLEFT THAT

OBRIEN HAD SAVED ESPECIALLY FOR ME ARRIVED BEGAN LOOKING

AT TRAVEL FOLDERS FOR FEBRUARY HOLIDAY IN ALASKA YET THE TEMP
TATION TO GO FOR PRIMARY NASAL CORRECTION WITHOUT EXTERNAL SCARS

AT THE TIME OF THE LIP ROTATION AND ADVANCEMENT WAS TOO GREAT

POSTPONED TRIP UP THE YUKON AND HEADED DOWN UNDER

THE TIME WAS THE HOUR AND HALF AT THE OPENING OF THE

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE MORNING OF THE FIRST DAY FEBRUARY

22 1971 THE PLACE WAS ST VINCENTS HOSPITAL MELBOURNE

AUSTRALIA BEFORE THE COLOR TELEVISION CAMERAS WITH 14 VIEWING

SETS AT THE MASONIC CENTRE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

THE PATIENT 11 WEEKS OLD AND HAVING WIDE UNILATERAL CLEFT WITH

SEVERE NASAL DISTORTION WAS KINDLY PRESENTED ME BY BERNIE

OBRIEN WHO ALSO MASTERFULLY ENGINEERED THIS FIRST COLOR TV
MEDICAL PRESENTATION IN AUSTRALIA

THE PANEL OF OPPONENTS WHICH HAD BEEN COLLECTED INCLUDED

SKOOG JOHANSON MANCHESTER RANDALL AND DAVIES AND THESE

WERE PARTIALLY BUFFERED BY GENTLE MODERATOR BILL LINDSAY IN

MY OPENING REMARKS EXPLAINED THAT IF WERE BACK IN MIAMI

ON SUCH WIDE AND CLEFT PATIENT WOULD USE SMALL AD

HESION AT ONE TO TWO WEEKS OF AGE LET THIS MOLD THE MAXILLA AND

THEN AT FIVE TO SIX MONTHS DO VOMERINE FLAP CLOSURE OF

THE HARD PALATE AS MANCHESTER ADVOCATES AN ALVEOLAR CLEFT CLOSURE

WITH POSSIBLY SKOOG PERIOSTEAL FLAP AND THEN ROTATION
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ADVANCEMENT CLOSURE OF THE LIP WITH THE NASAL STRUCTURES LESS

DELICATE AT SIX MONTHS THE MORE RADICAL CORRECTION WOULD BE

FACILITATED AS THIS WAS NOT MIAMI THERE WAS NO TIME FOR ADHESIVE

ACTION

WITH ONE OF BENNY RANKS TOP REGISTRARS FELIX BEHAN AS

ASSISTANT PROCEEDED TO DO THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT EMPHASIZ

ING THE BACKCUT THEN WE LAUNCHED INTO RADICAL NASAL CORREC

TION THE INCISION WHICH FREED THE LATERAL LIP FROM THE MAXILLA

WAS EXTENDED IN THE USUAL FASHION IN THE VESTIBULE ALONG THE

INTERCARTILAGINOUS LINE OF THE NASAL LINING TO FREE THE ABNORMAL

ATTACHMENTS OF THE ALAR BASE IN THIS CASE THIS INCISION WAS CARRIED

AROUND UNDER THE TIP AND JOINED THE MEMBRANOUS SEPTAL INCISION

PREVIOUSLY STARTED FROM BELOW FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF FLAP INTO

THE COLUMELLA THE ALAR CARTILAGE WAS FREED BY UNDERMINING FROM

THE SKIN AND THE SKIN WAS ALSO FREED FROM THE SEPTUM AT THE

TIP WHITE 40 NYLON SUTURE PICKED UP THE SLUMPED ALAR CARTILAGE

AT THE JUNCTION OF MEDIAL AND LATERAL CRUS AND STITCHED IT UP ONTO

THE SEPTUM AND TO THE OPPOSITE ALAR CARTILAGE THE FIRST TIEUP

WAS NOT QUITE RIGHT AND HECTOR MARINO WAS HEARD TO WHISPER

AMONG THE SPECTATORS

HE WILL TAKE THIS ONE OUT

THE SECOND ATTEMPT AT SUTURE PLACEMENT FINALLY DID SIT THE NOSE

UP NICELY

THE REMAINDER OF THE OPERATION WENT SMOOTHLY AS PREVIOUSLY

DESCRIBED IN PUBLICATIONS BUT WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO POSSIBLE

QUERIES FROM THE PANEL HAD THE BENEFIT OF JOHN HUESTON

REMARKABLE PRECONGRESS PUBLICATION OF THE TRANSACTIONS AND KNEW

WHAT MY FRIEND DAVID DAVIES WAS THINKING AND PROBABLY PLAN

NING TO SAY DAVIES HAD ALREADY ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE 1971

TRANSACTIONS

FINALLY THE MILLARD REPAIR ALMOST CERTAINLY THE MOST COMMONLY USED TODAY

IT IS PRESUMPTUOUS OF ME TO CRITICIZE IT BUT NO METHOD IS AS YET PERFECT

AND ONE MUST BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS ITS FLAWS THE LINE DIAGRAMS ARE SIMPLE

THE LOGIC FLAWLESS THE CONCEPT BRILLIANT BUT MANY OF US STRUGGLE TO EXECUTE

IT
WHATHE WAS SAYING WAS THAT IT LOOKS GOOD ON PAPER BUT THE FREE

HAND FIDDLING MAY BE DIFFICULT IN THE TRANSACTIONS HE HAD POINTED
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TO AN ATTENUATED MEDIAL ELEMENT WHICH OCCURS IN SOME CASES

BUT NEED NOT BE PROBLEM DAVIES EMPHASIZED ANOTHER FLAW

FACTOR THAT FIND DISTURBING IS THE APPROXIMATION OF TWO CONVEX CURVES

WHICH APPEARS TO LEAVE THE MAJORITY OF THE BULK IN THE CENTRE OF THE LIP

AND NOT ON THE LOWER RIM

THIS CAN BE TROUBLESOME AND SO DURING THE CONGRESS OPERATION

MADE PARTICULAR EFFORT TO DEMONSTRATE FASHIONING THE LATERAL LIP

ELEMENT CONCAVE TO FIT THE CONVEXITY OF THE MEDIAL COMPONENT
IT SEEMED TO GO WELL

THEN ON THE FIFTH AND LAST DAY OF THE CONGRESS AFTER SUTURE

REMOVAL THE BABY WAS BROUGHT BACK ON TV FOR FINAL SHOW

THE NOSE LIP AND BABY BEHAVED SO WELL BEFORE THE CAMERAS THAT

THAND OF APPLAUSE WAS REQUESTED AND RECEIVED FOR THIS FUTURE

ACTOR RECENTLY OBRIEN SENT ME THE 21MONTH FOLLOWUP PHO

TOGRAPHS OF THE CONGRESS CLEFT LIP BABY WITH REPORT THAT THE

PALATE HAD BEEN CLOSED AND ALL WAS WELL
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AFTER MY CLEFT LIP OPERATION IN MELBOURNE MUSGRAVE INFORMED

ME THAT HE HAD BEEN MOST INTERESTED IN THIS DEMONSTRATION BUT

IT WAS NOT UNTIL READ HIS AND GARRETTS SECTION IN GOIDWYNS

1972 BOOK THAT UNDERSTOOD HIS REFERENCE

THE MOST DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CORRECTION OF SEVERE NOSTRIL DEFECTS

IN THE WIDE COMPLETE CLEFT LIP HAVE BEEN RECENTLY OBSERVED IN MILLARDS

PERSONAL APPLICATION OF THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT PRINCIPLE WHEREIN ATTEN

TION IS PAID TO BOTH THE MEDIAL AND THE LATERAL ALAR CRUS THE MEDIAL CRUS

IS ELEVATED IN THE UPWARD SWING OF THE COMPOSITE COLUMELLAR PEDICLE AND

THE LATERAL ALAR CARTILAGE IS ADVANCED MEDIALLY AND UPWARD TO SIMULATE THE

DOME EFFECT OF THE OPPOSITE ALAR CARTILAGE

LET US SAY THAT AT THIS SPECIFIC TIME IN THE EVOLUTION OF CLEFT

LIP SURGERY THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT PRINCIPLE WOULD SEEM TO

BE GENERALLY ACCEPTED THERE ARE THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE ORIGINAL

DESIGN THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE ADJUSTED TO THE REFINEMENTS

AND EXTENSIONS THERE ARE THOSE WHO USE THE PRINCIPLE BUT DO

THEIR THING WITH SOME LITTLE MODIFICATION WHICH IS OF BENEFIT

IN CERTAIN CASES THIS IS MY GENERAL APPROACH ALWAYS TRYING TO

IMPROVE IN THE DETAIL AS WITH THE REFINEMENTS OR NASAL CORRECTION

AT THE CONGRESS THERE ARE OTHER SURGEONS WITH THE SAME MOTIVE

ALSO TRYING TO IMPROVE THE FINAL RESULTS

LOOK OUT FOR THE BACKCUT

ONE AFTERNOON OF THE MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS WAS

SPENT AT EMU BOTTOM THE OLDEST HOMESTEAD FARM IN THE AREA

HERE DOGS DEMONSTRATED THEIR SKILL AT HERDING SHEEP CHAMPION

WOODCUTTERS COMPETED WITH THEIR AXES CHOPPING THROUGH LOGS

OF EQUAL GIRTH WOOL WAS SHORN AND UNLEAVENED BREAD WAS SERVED

THEN OUT ON AN OPEN SLOPING FIELD BOOMERANGS WERE OFFERED

LESSONS GIVEN IN THE POSITION OF THE HAND AND THE ANGLE INTO

RN THE WIND TO THROW SOON CHALLENGED THE PLASTIC SURGEONS THE

AUSTRALIAN SURGEONS WERE CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT BEING FULLY COG

NIZANT OF THE HAZARDS OF NOVICE WITH THIS SHARP FLAT CURVED

STICK FOR IF ACCURATELY THROWN IT WILL IN TRUTH CUT BACK TO THE

THROWER WITHOUT CONCERN FOR THOSE WITHIN THE ARC CLEFT LIP AND

PALATE SURGEONS WERE NOTABLY PRESENTOPTIMISTIC ENERGETIC PER
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FECTIONIST COMPETITIVE AND DETERMINED TO MASTER EVERY DETAIL OF

THE TECHNIQUE AMONG THE THROWERS WERE BENGT JOHANSON IVO

PITANGUY ED SCHMID RUDY MEYER THEO WILKIE AND MYSELF

EACH DUCKING THE OTHERS BOOMERANG WHEN NOT TRYING TO GET OUT

OF THE WAY OF HIS OWN TORD SKOOG WATCHED WISELY FROM HIGH

ON HILL THE WINNERTHE SURGEON GETTING THE BOOMERANG TO

RETURN THE CLOSEST TO HIM THE GREATEST NUMBER OF TIMESWAS

WILKIE OF VANCOUVER AND THIS OUTCOME WAS PLEASING FOR HE

HAS LONG BEEN USING THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT METHOD EFFECTIVELY

AS HE DESCRIBED IN 1969

IN
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