
18 THE EVOLUTION OF THE ROTATION

AND THE ELEVATION OF FLAP

AN EARLY HANGUP

THE 20 YEARS SINCE ITS CONCEPTION THE ROTATIONADVANCE

MENT PRINCIPLE HAS MAINTAINED ITS TWO FUNDAMENTAL ACTIONS OF

ROTATION AND OF ADVANCEMENT ANY CHANGES THAT HAVE BEEN INSTI

TUTED HAVE MERELY BEEN ADJUNCTS FACILITATING THE SAME FUNDA

MENTAL ACTIONS THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THESE IS THE BACKCUT THE

ORIGINAL DESCRIPTION DID NOT SHOW BACKCUT IN FACT ACCORDING

TO THE ORIGINAL SKETCH OF THE ROTATION INCISION ADEQUATE ROTATION

WOULD BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE SUBSEQUENT DIAGRAMS WERE MORE

LIKELY TO GUIDE TO SUFFICIENT ROTATION BUT STILL DID NOT ENSURE IT

THIS IS THE REASON FOR EARLY COMPLAINTS FROM OTHER SURGEONS

PERSONALLY OBTAINED ADEQUATE ROTATION IN 98 PERCENT OF CASES

THE VALUE OF TECHNIQUE HOWEVER IS JUDGED PRIMARILY BY THE

RESULTS OF THE ORIGINAL DESIGNER AND SECONDARILY BUT EVERLASTINGLY

BY THE RESULTS OF OTHERS EVIDENT IN THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THOSE

SUBMITTING RECORDS OF THEIR CASES TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR DIFFICULTY

TO ACHIEVE BALANCED LIP WAS COMMON CRITICISM FAILURE TO

ROTATE RADICALLY ENOUGH SO THAT THE CUPIDS BOW BEING RAISED

ON THE CLEFT SIDE SAT SLIGHTLY ASKEW THE GIVEAWAY AS REVEALED STJJZO

BY STUDY OF THEIR SCAR WAS THE FAILURE OF THEIR ROTATION INCISION

TO CROSS THE MIDLINE UNDER THE COLUMELLA BASE THIS WAS NOT

CONTRACTURE AS ACCUSED BUT ACTUAL FAILURE IN THE ORIGINAL POSI

TIONING BY THE ROTATION AS LOOK BACK TO TRY TO SEE HOW WITHOUT

BACKCUT ADEQUATE ROTATION WAS ACHIEVED IT SEEMS THAT WAS

CARRYING THE INCISION WELL PAST THE MIDBASE OF THE COLUMELLA
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THEN IF THE RELEASE OF THE NONCLEFT SIDE STILL DID NOT BRING THE

CUPIDS BOW COMPONENT INTO NORMAL POSITION THE ROTATION INCI

SION WAS CARRIED FURTHER ACROSS TOWARD THE NORMAL SIDE AS SUG

GESTED IN 1960

THE ACTUAL EXTENT OF THIS ROTATION INCISION CAN BE MISLEADING BECAUSE OF

THE SLANT OF THE COLUMELLA AND THE DEVIATION OF THE SEPTUM WHAT SEEMS

TO BE AN ADEQUATE INCISION AND PAST THE MIDPOINT OF THE COLUMELLA BASE

ACTUALLY MAY BE FOUND SHORT OF THE MARK WHEN THE ROTATION COMPONENT

LT IS BROUGHT DOWN AND OVER SUFFICIENTLY TO STRAIGHTEN THE COLUMELLA SIMPLE

PROOF OF THE INADEQUACY OF THE ROTATION IS SEEN IF THE CUPIDS BOW AND

KLOWT PHILTRUM DIMPLE COMPONENT WILL NOT COME DOWNEASILY INTO NORMAL POSI

TION EXTEND THE INCISION ACROSS THE MIDLINE THROUGH FULL THICKNESS LIP UNTIL

IT DOES

THIS FINAL BIT OF ADVICE TURNED OUT TO BE QUITE DECEIVING AS IS

REFLECTED IN COMMENTS BY JOSS AND ROUILLARD ON INADEQUATE

ROTATION

THERE IS TENDENCY TO BE TOO CONSERVATIVE WITH THE UPPER END OF THE LONG

CURVED INCISION MAINLY BECAUST OF THE
DIFFICULTY

IN RTCUGNIZING THC MID

POINT OF THE BASE OF THE COLUMELLA MILLARD HIMSELF HAS STARED THAT THIS

PART OF THE INCISION MAY EXTEND HORIZONTALLY PAST THE MIDLINE INTO THE

UNCLEFT SIDE IF THIS IS NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE ADEQUATE ROTATION

THIS STATEMENT IS MISLEADING AND WAS DUE TO THE VAGUENESS OF

MY DESCRIPTION PAST THE MIDLINE YES BUT NEVER INTO OR BEYOND

THE NORMAL PHILTRUM COLUMN THIS LACK OF UNDERSTANDING CAUSED

SOME SURGEONS IN THEIR FRANTIC EFFORT TO OBTAIN ADEQUATE ROTATION

AND TO AVOID THE PULLUP OF THE SCAR TO TRANSGRESS THE NORMAL

COLUMN THEN OF COURSE THEY BEGAN TO PRODUCE ABNORMALLY LONG

TOTAL LIP LENGTH IN THE VERTICAL DIMENSION AND IMMEDIATELY DECRIED

THE METHOD BECAUSE OF THIS SEQUELA

OBLIQUE SCAR

LESS SERIOUS SEQUELAE OCCURRED IN RARE INSTANCES IN WHICH THE

NONCLEFT COMPONENT WAS PARTICULARLY SHORT ALONG THE EDGE

DEFICIENT IN ITS UPPER PART AND HIGH IN ITS DISTORTION HERE THE

RADICAL ROTATION INCISION WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR AN OBLIQUE LINE OF

THE LONG SCAR WHICH PRESENTED DISTURBING ASYMMETRY WITH THE
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NORMAL PHILTRUM COLUMN OF THE OPPOSITE SIDE JUST SUCH PHE
NOMENON IS SEEN IN THIS 17MONTHOLD BOY WHO HAD THE

ROTATIONADVANCEMENT OPERATION AT AGE TWO MONTHS IN 1957

THE BACKCUT

THE TRICK THAT EXPEDITED ADEQUATE ROTATION WITHOUT CAUSING

OBLIQUENESS OF THE SCAR OR ABNORMAL VERTICAL LENGTHENING OF THE

LIP WAS THE BACKCUT IT WAS BEING USED IN VARYING DEGREES BY

1962 AND WAS FIRST SUGGESTED AS REFINEMENT BUT ONLY IN THE

FINE PRINT OF LABEL FOR AN ILLUSTRATION IN PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE

SURGERY IN JANUARY 1964

THE ROTATION INCISION STARTS AT THE POTENTIAL HEIGHT OF THE CUPIDS BOW ON ST
THE CLEFT SIDE OF THE MEDIAL ELEMENT IT ASCENDS ALONG LINE SYMMETRICAL

WITH THE PHILTRUM COLUMN ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE AND CURVES DIRECTLY UNDER

THE BASE OF THE COLUMELLA THIS INCISION IS EXTENDED AS FAR AS NECESSARY TO

DROP THE DIMPLECUPIDS BOW COMPONENT INTO NORMAL POSITION AND THE

HOROTATION IS FACILITATED BY TINY CUTBACK IF NECESSARY

THE ADDITION OF THIS SUBTLE LITTLE CUT CAME TOO LATE FOR IN

CLUSION IN ENSUING PUBLICATIONS SUCH AS THE 1964 BOOK FROM WEST

BERLIN HASENSCHARTEN UND WOLFSRACHERN BY JOACHIM GABKA AL

THOUGH WEHAD ENJOYED GABKAS WAGNERIAN CHARM EARLIER DURING

HIS VISIT TO MIAMI UNFORTUNATELY WE HAD NOT DEVELOPED THE

BACKCUT WELL ENOUGH FOR HIM TO TAKE IT BACK AND INCORPORATE

IT IN HIS GERMAN TEXT SINCE OTHER BOOKS IN OTHER LANGUAGES WERE

IN THE SAME SITUATION THE MORE RECENT FACILITATING MODIFICATIONS

WERE SLOW TO BECOME RECOGNIZED
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FINALLY IN ROME AT THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF

PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY WITHIN SIGHT OF THE ANCIENT

COLISEUM THE BACKCUT WAS GIVEN FRONT BILLING WHILE DISCUSSED

RADICAL ROTATION AND WAS ILLUSTRATED FOR ME BY RON PIGOTT FOR

THE TRANSACTIONS

FROM THIS POINT THE ROTATION INCISION BEGINS THROUGH FULL THICKNESS OF

THE LIP SKIRTING THE EDGE OF THE CLEFT AND PROCEEDING UP TO THE BASE OF

THE COLUMELLA AT THIS POINT IT TAKES CURVE MEDIALLY JUST UNDER THE

COLUMELLA BASE AND EXTENDS HORIZONTALLY PAST THE MIDLINE OF THE COLUMELLA

BASE AT THIS POINT THE POSITION OF THE ROTATED CUPIDS BOWDIMPLE ELEMENT

SHOULD BE TESTED AND IF NOT DOWN FAR ENOUGH FOR SYMMETRY FURTHER RELEASE

IS NECESSARY IT IS HERE THAT COMMON MISTAKE IS MADE IF THE ROTATION INCISION

IS EXTENDED STRAIGHT ACROSS HORIZONTALLY INTO NORMAL LIP
ELEMENT ON THE

OPPOSITE SIDE THE TOTAL VERTICAL LENGTH OF THE LIP WILL BE INCREASED BEYOND

NORMAL THIS MUST BE AVOIDED THE ROTATION INCISION MUST NOT CROSS THE

PHILTRUM COLUMN ON THE NONCLEFT SIDE ONLY RELATIVE LENGTHENING OF THE

EDGE IS DESIRED THUS THE ROTATION INCISION ONCE IT HAS PASSED THE MID

COLUMELLA BASE MUST EITHER
STOP

AT POINT OR CHANGE ITS DIRECTION IF THE

ROTATION IS ADEQUATE THEN POINT IS THE ROTATION CND POINT IF NOT THEN

THE INCISION MUST TURN DOWN IN BACKCUT PROCEDURE WHICH WILL RENDER

FURTHER RELEASE THIS PART OF THE INCISION IS EXTENDED BY TRIAL IN CUT AS

IN 1968 IN EXTENSIONS THE SHARP TURNDOWN REFERRED TO AS

THE BACKCUT WAS AGAIN STRESSED

THIS MANEUVER IS EMPHASIZED FOR ALTHOUGH IT MAY NOT ALWAYS BE NECESSARY

IT CAN MAKE AN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE IN THOSE HAVING DIFFICULTY WITH VERTICAL

LIP SHORTNESS

SINCE THEN THE BACKCUT HAS BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE

ROTATION INCISION AND IS REQUIRED TO SOME EXTENT IN ALMOST EVERY

DEGREE OF CLEFT IN PRINCIPLE ANY ROTATION FLAP TO INCREASE ITS

PIVOTING POTENTIAL MUST HAVE ITS SEMICIRCULAR INCISION CHECKED

IN THE SWEEP OF ITS ARC WITH AN ABRUPT DART BACKWARD SHORT

DISTANCE INTO THE ACTUAL BASE OF THE FLAP THE BASIC ACTION IS WELL

ILLUSTRATED HERE AFTER THE USUAL CURVED INCISION HAS FREED

THE ROTATION FLAP IF THERE IS STILL TENSION RESISTANCE TO ADVANCEMENT

THEN THE ACUTEANGLED BACKCUT ARROW WILL CHANGE THE
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DIRECTION OF THE INCISION RELEASE THE TENSION AND ALLOW THE ROTA

TION TO SPEED UP TOWARD ITS ULTIMATE DESTINATION

OI
FOR THOSE FAMILIAR WITH FOOTBALL PATTERNS THIS BACKCUT IS

THE PASS RECEIVERS THUTTONHOOK WITH THE DEFENSIVE BACK

IN THE COLUMELLAR POSITION

FOR THOSE WHO ARE GOLFERS THE ROTATION INCISION IS CURVED

30FOOT PUTT WHICH HITS THE PIN AND SPINS AWAY FROM THE CUP

IN BACKCUT

INADEQUATE BACKCUT

INADEQUATE ROTATION BECAUSE OF AN INSUFFICIENT BACKCUT RELEASE

CAN AFFECT THE RESULT IN ONE SEVERE CLEFT OPERATED ON DURING THE

RELATIVELY EARLY DAYS OF ROTATIONADVANCEMENT THE ROTATION WAS

NOT QUITE RADICAL ENOUGHAS THIS WAS QUITE UNUSUAL WENT BACK

AND REVIEWED MY OPERATIVE NOTE OF 31363 ON THE CASE IT READ

ROTATION OF THE MEDIAL COMPONENT CARRIED LITTLE TOO FAR THEN BROUGHT

BACK WITH ONE STITCH

WHICH REVEALS THE ORIGINAL CUT WAS RIGHT AND THE REVISION MISSED

THE MARK THIS ERROR COULD HAVE BEEN CORRECTED SIMPLY BY SCAR
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EXCISION MORE BACKCUT IN THE ROTATION NASAL FLOOR WEDGE RE

SECTION AND AN INCREASE IN LATERAL LIP AND ALAR BASE ADVANCEMENT

THE PATIENT WAS MIGRANT WORKERS SON MORE CONCERNED WITH

SURVIVAL THAN LIP PERFECTION ALTHOUGH RECALLED FOR INCREASED

ROTATION TOWARD SYMMETRICAL RESULT HE NEVER RETURNED MAYBE

ONE DAY HE WILL

CUT BACK ON THE BACKCUT

TOO MUCH BACKCUT IS AS OBJECTIONABLE AS TOO LITTLE ROTATION IT

IS IMPORTANT HOWEVER TO GET THE MAXIMUM RELEASE OUT OF THE STANDARD

CURVED INCISION DEPENDING ON THE BACKCUTOR ONLY THE LAST MILLIMETERS

OTHERWISE THE SCAR OF UNION WILL APPEAR TOO LOW IN THE LIP

HERE IS AN EXAM LE IN WHICH SUR EON EITHER MADE HIS

ROTATION INCISION TOO LOW AND TOO FAR DOWN FROM THE BASE OF

THE COLUMELLA OR USED TOO MUCH BACKCUT PRODUCING AN UNNATU

RAL OBLIQUE SCAR CROSSING JUST ABOVE THE MIDDLE OF THE LIP

INHERENT LENGTH

CROSSING INTO NORMAL LIP WITH THE ROTATION INCISION ENSURES

INCREASE BEYOND THE NORMAL IN THE VERTICAL LENGTH OF THE LIP

THERE IS ANOTHER WAY TO GET LONG LIP IN SPITE OF LIMITED EXTEN

SION OF ROTATION AND AN ADEQUATE BACKCUT EVEN WHEN THE MEAS

UREMENTS HAVE BEEN SET WITH MATHEMATICAL ACCURACY IF THE LIP

IS POTENTIALLY LONG IN THE VERTICAL AXIS IT WILL END UP LONG AS

NOTED IN THE ANATOMY CHAPTER THE NORMAL NEGRO FEMALE UPPER

LIP TENDS TO BE THE LONGEST HERE IS JAMAICAN GIRL IN WHOM

THE ROTATION INCISION WITHOUT CROSSING THE PHILTRUM COLUMN ON

THE NORMAL SIDE LOWERED THE MEDIAL ELEMENT WITH THE CUPIDS

BOW INTO BALANCED POSITION THE FACT THAT THE PATIENT ENDED

UP WITH LONGER LIP THAN AVERAGE IS NOT THE FAULT OF THE METHOD

BACKCUT DIVIDENDS

THE BACKCUT OFFERS MANY ADVANTAGES IT EFFECTIVELY INCREASES THE

RELATIVE EDGE LENGTH OF THE NONCLEFT SIDE WITHOUT EXTENSION ACROSS
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INTO NORMAL LIP IT ALSO AVOIDS THE TENDENCY TOWARD THE LOPSIDED

EFFECT OF AN OBLIQUE SCAR SPEEDING UP THE ROTATION WITH THE

BACKCUT TO GIVE QUICK PIVOT NEARER THE MIDLINE OF THE LIP MAKES

IT POSSIBLE TO HAVE THE SCAR OF UNION MORE SYMMETRICAL WITH THE

GENTLE CONVEX CURVE OF THE OPPOSITE NORMAL PHILTRUM COLUMN

THEN TOO THIS NICK IN ROTATION FURTHER REDUCES THE NEED TO WORRY

ABOUT INSUFFICIENT DROP OF THE NONCLEFT ELEMENT OR FEAR OF

PERMANENT LIFT OF THE BOW PEAK ON THE CLEFT SIDE IT NEGATES ANY

NECESSITY FOR SMALL FRANTIC INFERIOR FLAPS SUBSEQUENTLY PROPOSED

BY SKOOG ONIZUKA MEYER SASAKI LINTILHAC AND BERNSTEIN

EVEN THE MUSCLE FIBERS
ARE HAPPIER

ANOTHER VOTE OF CONFIDENCE FOR ADEQUATE ROTATION WITH BACKCUT

COMES FROM THE MUSCLE FIBERS OF THE MEDIAL ELEMENT THEMSELVES

AS FIRST POINTED OUT BY PENNISI SHADISH AND KIABUNDE AND ALSO

CONFIRMED BY FARA AND OUR OWN DISSECTIONS CHANGING THEIR

DIRECTION FROM OBLIQUE TO HORIZONTAL ENABLES THEM TO PRESENT

THEIR ENDS TO THE MUSCLE OF THE LATERAL ELEMENT WIDE UNDER

MINING OF THE MUSCLES OF THE NONCLEFT SIDE IS NOT ONLY UN

NECESSARY BUT ACTUALLY CONTRAINDICATED AS SUCH ACTION WILL DESTROY

THE NATURAL PHILTRUM DIMPLE AND COLUMN FREEING THE MUSCLE

MILLIMETER OR TWO FROM ITS SKIN AND MUCOSA ALONG THE EDGE

OFFERS AN ADVANTAGE IN THE THREELAYER SUTURING

TH

SO IS THE NOSE

AN IMPORTANT DIVIDEND OF THE BACKCUT IS ITS BENEFIT TO THE NOSE

THIS EXTRA RELEASE OF THE LIP PRESENTED LITTLE
FLAP BETTER CHANCE

TO RISE INTO THE SHORT SIDE OF THE COLUMELLA AS ONESIDED FORKED

FLAP AND STILL LEAVE ROOM FOR THE MEDIAL ADVANCEMENT OF THE TIP

OF THE LATERAL FLAP

THE FUNCTION OF FLAP
CHANGES

FROM THE BEGINNING THE SIZE AND IMPORTANCE OF FLAP WERE

MISINTERPRETED IT WAS FIRST ADVERTISED AS NOSTRIL SILL AND USED TO
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TAKE PART OF THE TENSION OF THE UPPER LIP CLEFT CLOSURE THEN FLAP

WAS SKETCHED TOO LARGE IN COMPLETE CLEFTS BY FRERET AND THE

ARTWORK WAS SO BEAUTIFUL THAT MISSED THE ERROR OF PROPORTION

WHENSUCH DESIGN WAS FOLLOWED LITERALLY IT COULD BE RESPON

SIBLE FOR RESULTS LIKE THIS ONE PRODUCED BY YOUNG SURGEON TRYING

TO WORK OUT THE NEW METHOD FROM MISLEADING DIAGRAMS CUTTING

FLAP TOO BIG FOR ITS BREECHES CAUSES NUMEROUS SERIOUS SEQUELAE

IT ACTS AS TRAPDOOR IN AN AREA WHERE IT IS OUT OF PLACE AND

ACTUALLY BLOCKS ADEQUATE ADVANCEMENT OF THE FLARING ALAR BASE

IT ALSO FORCES THE UPPER SCAR THAT SHOULD RUN IN THE ALAR BASE

LABIAL CREASE DOWN INTO THE ACTUAL LIP
LIKE OTHER ZSAN UN

NATURAL UNATTRACTIVE AND UNACCEPTABLE OUTCOME THEN TOO IF

FLAP IS TAKEN TOO WIDE IT SHEARS OFF TOO MUCH OF THE NONCLEFT

COMPONENT LEAVING IT WITHOUT CONVEX BORDER IN ITS UPPER

PORTION THIS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OBLIQUE EFFECT OF THE UNION

SCAR MADE MORE OBVIOUS BY THE RELATIVELY OVERBEARING LATERAL

ELEMENT AND RESULTS IN ASYMMETRY OF THE NEW PHILTRUM COLUMN

FINALLY IN THE 1968 CHRISTMAS ISSUE OF PLASTIC AND RECONARUCTIVE

SURGERY WITH THESE ILLUSTRATIONS BY RON PIGOTT THE ACTUAL SIZE

AND ACTION OF FLAP WAS CLARIFIED AFTER THE BACKCUT IS MADE

IF HOOK IS PLACED IN THE FLATTENED ALAR RIM ON THE SLUMPED SIDE

AND LIFTED TO MAKE THE RIM EQUAL ITS OPPOSITE ALAR MATE SEVERAL

INTERESTING CHANGES TAKE PLACE THE ACTUAL SHORTNESS IN THE CLEFT

SIDE OF THE COLUMELLA BECOMES APPARENT AS RAW GAP OPENS UP

AND FLAP CRISES OUT OF THE LIP IN AN ATTEMPT TO FILL THIS DEFECT

IT IS AIDED IN ITS ADVANCE INTO THE COLUMELLA WITH MEM

BRANOUS SEPTAL INCISION ON THIS SIDE IT HAS BECOME APPARENT

THAT THE BEST ACTION FOR FLAP IS NOT PURE ADVANCEMENT THERE

IS AN ASPECT OF ROTATION AS THE MEDIAL SIDE AND TIP OF FLAP SWING

INTO THE BACKCUT GAP TO WRAP AROUND THIS PORTION OF THE COLUMN

OF THE COLUMELLA BASE FLAP IS THEN FIXED IN ITS NEW POSITION

WITH 50 CATGUT TO THE MEMBRANOUS SEPTUM AND TO THE SKIN

OF THE COLUMELLA WITH TWO OR THREE 60 SILK SUTURES THIS

INTRODUCTION OF FLAP INTO THE SHORT SIDE OF THE COLUMELLA ADDS

LENGTH AND CONTOUR BRINGING BETTER SYMMETRY TO THE CENTRAL

COLUMN THE LATERAL SIDE OF FLAP STILL WILL SERVE AS PORTION
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OF THE NOSTRIL SILL TO JOIN EVENTUALLY WITH THE ADVANCING TIP OF

THE AJAR BASE

ROTATION INTO THE ROTATION
FOR STRAIGHT SCAR

HEINZ REICHERT CHARMING BAVARIAN FROM STUTTGART WHO IS KEEN

ON SCUBA DIVING AND HAPPY IN DEEP WATER ADMITTED IN MELBOURNE

IN 1971 THAT HE HAD BEEN TEMPTED BY THE ANATOMICAL LOGIC OF

THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT PRINCIPLE HE WENT ON TO SAY

IN OUR OPINION MILLARDS TECHNIQUE COMBINES THE SIMPLICITY OF VEAUS

METHOD WITH THE ADVANTAGES OF THE ZPLASTY BUT AVOIDS THE DISADVANTAGES
HEINZ RE CHERT

OF BOTH THE SLIGHTLY CURVED SCAR CROSSING THE UPPER THIRD OF THE

PHILTRUM HAS FAR LESS TENDENCY TO PULL UP THE VERMILION BORDER THAN VEAUS

STRAIGHT SCAR IN ADDITION SINCE THE ADVANCEMENTROTATION
FLAP

ADDS TISSUE

WHERE IT IS MOST NEEDED ABOVE THE SHORT SIDE OF THE DOWNWARD SWUNG

PROLABIUM MILLARDS TECHNIQUE PRODUCES PHILTRUM OR TO SAY IT BETTER

THIS TECHNIQUE DOES NOT DESTROY THE ORIGINAL PATTERN OF THE PHIHRUM THE

CLEFT
LIPS CLOSED IN THIS METHOD CERTAINLY DO HAVE CHARM
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TH
ALWAYS IN SEARCH OF IMPROVEMENT AND STIMULATED BY SCHMID AND

WIDMAIER REICHERT PUBLISHED IN 1969 MODIFICATION OF THE

ROTATIONADVANCEMENT PRINCIPLE WHICH SEEMED TO BE ROUNDING

OF THE TIP OF THE ADVANCEMENT FLAP MATCHED TO ROUNDED DEFECT

AT

THE COLUMELLA BASE

AT THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS IN MELBOURNE IN 1971

REICHERT CLARIFIED HIS MODIFICATION AS DESIGN WITH THE GOAL TO

BE SCAR PLACED IN THE VERTICAL LINE OF THE MARGIN OF THE PHILTRUM

AND NOT TRANSVERSING IT HIS APPROACH TO THIS IS SLIGHTLY COMPLI

CATED BUT OF DEFINITE INTEREST THE PROLABIUM IS ROTATED DOWNWARD

AS IN MY ORIGINAL ROTATION HE THEN TAKES ROUNDED FLAP FROM

THE SIDE OF THE COLUMELLA BASE REVERSE FLAP BASED ON THE

PHILTRUM TISSUE AND TO BECOME PART OF IT THIS FLAP FILLS THE GAP

BETWEEN COLUMELLA AND PROLABIUM WHERE THE LATERAL ADVANCEMENT

FLAP ORIGINALLY INSERTED THUS HE ENDS UP WITH CIRCULAR SCAR

AND SLIGHT SKIN EXCESS IN THE UPPER PHILTRUM AND STRAIGHTLINE

SCAR OF UNION FROM THE INSIDE BASE OF THE COLUMELLA TO THE HEIGHT

OF THE CUPIDS BOW REICHERT ALSO DOES ZPLASTY OF THE VERMILION

IIUI

II

IJ
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OVER FIVEYEAR PERIOD OF EXPERIENCE REICHERT ADMITTED THE

STRAIGHTLINE DISADVANTAGE AND SHOWED IT IN ONE OF HIS CASES FOR

AS HE SAID

LIKE VEAUS SCAR THERE IS TENDENCY TO LIFT THE VERMILION BORDER BY CON

TRACTURE

ALTHOUGH INTRIGUING IN PRINCIPLE CERTAIN POINTS COME TO

MIND FIRST THERE IS TENDENCY INDEED FOR CONTRACTURE OF THE

STRAIGHTLINE SCAR YET AS IN THIS VERY NICE CASE BY REICHERT IT

APPEARS THAT ACHIEVEMENT OF ADEQUATE ROTATION OR MAINTENANCE

OF THIS ROTATION ONCE OBTAINED MAY BE PROBLEM WHEN ONLY

THE PHILTRUMPEDICLED FLAP IS CURLED INTO THE ROTATION GAP THEN

TOO THE ACT OF ROLLING THE LITTLE TRANSVERSE FLAP ONTO ITSELF INTO

THE ROTATION GAP AS DEMONSTRATED BY ANOTHER OF REICHERTS FINE

CASES PRODUCES EXTRA SCARRING THAT MAY BE NOTICEABLE IN THE UPPER

PORTION OF THE LIP

OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE IT SEEMS IS THAT REICHERT MUST TAKE THE

TISSUE OF THE ORIGINAL FLAP FOR HIS PHILTRUM MANEUVER THUS

ROBBING IT OF ITS ESSENTIAL USE IN UNILATERAL COLUMELLA LENGTHENING

THIS COLUMELLA DISCREPANCY APPEARED TO BE BORNE OUT IN THE CASES

SHOWN BY REICHERT IN MELBOURNE

REICHERTS DESIGN IS BASED ON THE SUPPOSITION THAT THE SCAR

OF CLEFT UNION BETTER IMITATES THE PHILTRUM COLUMN IF SET AS

STRAIGHT LINE MY ORIGINAL 1955 ROTATION DID PRODUCE AN OBLIQUE

SCAR IN CERTAIN CASES WITHOUT PERFECT BALANCE WITH THE PHILTRUM

COLUMN OF THE NORMAL SIDE REICHERT USED THE OUTMODED DIAGRAM
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AS PART OF HIS DEFENSE AND ATTACKED HIM IN MELBOURNE ON THIS

POINT BECAUSE UPTODATE DIAGRAMS AFTER 19 YEARS OF REFINING HAVE

TAKEN THE OBLIQUITY OUT OF THE SCAR IN FACT THE BACKCUT CROSSING

TAKES PLACE IN THE UPPER QUARTER AND INDEED MUCH AS MANY

PHILTRUM COLUMNS DO CURVES QUITE NATURALLY INTO THE COLUMELLA

THUS IN MY OPINION THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT SCAR LINE IS MUCH

MORE ANATOMICALLY ACCURATE THAN STRAIGHTLINE DROP FROM THE

MEDIAL NASAL FLOOR TO THE HEIGHT OF THE CUPIDS ARCH

THE PHILTRUM POSITION OF

THE ROTATION SCAR

HERE ARE TWO EXAMPLES WHICH SHOW HOW NATURALLY AND SYMMET

RICALLY THE SCAR OF UNION IN ROTATIONADVANCEMENT CAN BE MA

NEUVERED TO SIMULATE IN THE BEAUTY OF ITS CURVE THE NORMAL

PHILTRUM COLUMN OF COURSE THE SCAR CAMOUFLAGE IS INCREASED

BY THE PHILTRUM DIMPLE HAPPY IN ITS INTEGRITY ONE IS HAND

SOME HAITIAN BOY

THE OTHER IS FIERY LITTLE JAMAICAN LADY
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