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12 PERSONAL APPROACH TO CLEFT LI

FASCINATION OF CLEFT LIP SURGERY IS PRIMED WITH DOUBLE

BARRELED CHARGE THE PATHOS OF THE DEFORMITY AND THE ARTISTRY OF

ITS CORRECTION THIS COMBINED APPEAL WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR

MY ENTERING THE SPECIALTY OF PLASTIC SURGERY MY EARLY TRAINING

IN CLEFT SURGERY PROVIDED PREAMBLE TO THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT

APPROACH

AS SURGICAL INTERN AT BOSTON CHILDRENS HOSPITAL IN 1944

1945 WAS INTRODUCED TO CLEFT LIP SURGERY WHILE ASSISTING THE

FASTIDIOUS AND METICULOUS TLUE BONNY DONNIE MACCOLLUM TO

MARK AND DO ROSETHOMPSON AND MIRAULTBLAIR PROCEDURES THE

MORE PRIMITIVE CURVEDANGLED PARING SEEMED SIMPLE ENOUGH BUT

EVEN WITH HANCES DIAGRAMS FROM BLAIRS 1930 ARTICLE IT TOOK ME

SIX MONTHS TO FIGURE OUT THE LOGIC OF THE MIRAULTBLAIR PRINCIPLE

AND BY THAT TIME BEGAN TO BE SUSPICIOUS OF ITS MERIT

WHILE AT ROOKSDOWN HOUSE NEAR BASINGSTOKE IN ENGLAND

FROM 1948 TO 1949 AS TRAINEE UNDER SIR HAROLD GILLIES
DONALD MACCOILUM

DISCOVERED THAT EVERY OTHER SATURDAY PROFESSOR KILNER AND ERIC

PEET HAD CLEFT LIP AND PALATE OPERATIVE SCHEDULE AT LORD MAYOR

TRELOAR CHILDRENS HOSPITAL IN ALTON THIS WAS TWOHOURRIDE

ON RED DOUBLEDECKER BUS THROUGH HAMPSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE

WHICH WAS REWARDED BY SUPERB TECHNICAL DEMONSTRATIONS OF

STRAIGHTLINE LIP CLOSURES THEN DURING MY LAST FEW MONTHS AT

ROOKSDOWNHOUSE BILL HOLDSWORTH AN AMIABLE AUSTRALIAN TOOK

ME ON HIS LIP AND PALATE SERVICE HOLDSWORTHWAS THEN WRITING

HIS BOOK CLEFT LIP AND PALATE WHICH GILLIES LATER REPORTED TO

BE SO BURSTING WITH SOLID COMMONSENSE THIS OFFERED ME THE

OPPORTUNITY TO DO HALF DOZEN STRAIGHTLINE LIP CLOSURES
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DISSATISFIED WITH RHE RESULTS BEGAN EXPERIMENTING WITH

RECTANGULAR FLAP FROM THE CLEFT SIDE IN AN ATTEMPT TO PRODUCE

CUPIDS BOW WHEN SKETCHED AN OUTLINE OF MY PLAN FOR JOHN

BARRON HE ASKED IF HAD SEEN THE NEW METHOD RECENTLY DESCRIBED

BY CANADIAN LEMESURIER WAS DISAPPOINTED UNTIL SAW HOW

CLEVERLY LEMESURIER HAD MASTERED THE CUPIDS BOW CONSTRUCTION

IN MY ATTEMPT HAD NOT HAD THE IMAGINATION OR THE COURAGE

TO USE THE NONCLEFT SIDE TO CUT AND DROP HALF BOW THIS WAS

INDEED AN EXCITING CONCEPT

SIX MONTHS WITH BROWNAND MCDOWELL WAS EXCELLENT EXPO

SURE TO THEIR SIMPLIFIED TRIANGULAR FLAP THEN VISIT TO LEMESURIER

AND SIX MONTHS WITH STRAITH PUT ME DEFINITELY IN THE QUADRILATERAL

FLAP CAMP WHILE RESIDENT IN HOUSTON CARRIED OUT THE

LEMESURIER METHOD ON TWO UNILATERAL CLEFTS WHICH PREPARED ME

TO DEMONSTRATE AND PROMOTE THE TECHNIQUE IN GILLIES CLINIC IN

ENGLAND IN 19521953

GUIDANCE FROM GILLIES

AS STUDENT HAD BEEN EXTREMELY FORTUNATE TO HAVE BEEN EX

POSED TO SO MANY PIONEERS AND CRAFTSMEN IN CLEFT DEFORMITIES

WAS THUS PROVIDED NOT ONLY FAMILIARITY WITH VARIETY OF AP

PROACHES BUT AN AWARENESS OF THEIR DISCREPANCIES

SUPERIMPOSED ON THIS SPECIALIZED BACKGROUND WAS GILLIES

TEACHING OF EMPIRICAL PRINCIPLES SO PERTINENT WERE THESE PRINCI

PLES TO ALL PHASES OF PLASTIC SURGERY CLEFT OR CONTRACTURE

HOLE OR DISTORTION THAT IN 1949 CONDENSED THEM INTO 10

SIR HAROLD GILLIES COMMANDMENTS AS IT TURNED OUT COMMANDMENTS AND
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WERE TO HAVE AND STILL DO HAVE GUIDING INFLUENCE IN MY

PERSONAL STRUGGLE WITH THE CLEFT PROBLEM BY WAY OF REVIEW

BRIEFLY THEY ARE

HONOR THAT WHICH IS NORMAL RETURN IT TO NORMAPOSITION AND

RETAIN IT

THOU SHALT NOT THROW AWAY LIVING THING UNTIL IT HAS BEEN

PROVEN ABSOLUTELY USELESS

THOU SHALT NEVER STEAL FROM PETER TO PAY PAUL UNLESS PETER CAN

AFFORD IT THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT TENSION

THOU SHALT NOT HAVE ROUTINE OR MAKE ANY GRAVEN IMAGE

OR ANY LIKENESS OF ROUTINE THAT IS AT EAST GRINSTEAD OR EVEN ST

LOUIS THOU SHALT TREAT EACH CASE INDIVIDUALLY

UPON MY RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES IN 1953 VOLUNTEERED

FOR NAVAL DUTY AND SOMEHOW ENDED UP IN THE FIRST MARINE

DIVISION IN THE FIELD KOREA

ROTATIONADVANCEMENT
CONCEPTION

THE ARRIVAL OF PLASTIC SURGEON IN THE US MARINE CAMP CAUSED

KOREAN WORKING FOR THE AMERICANS TO BRING IN HIS SEVENYEAR

OLD SON WHO HAD RATHER SEVERE UNILATERAL CLEFT LIP THE

LEMESURIER METHOD WAS USED AND ALTHOUGH THE FAMILY WAS

PLEASED THE MORE STUDIED MY RESULT THE LESS LIKED IT

C7UEJL

FLI
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DISTURBED BY THIS DISSATISFACTION KEPT GOING OVER AND OVER

THE PROBLEM AN OBVIOUS PRIORITY WAS METHOD THAT WOULD END

UP WITH RESPECTABLE CUPIDS BOW LEMESURIER SEEMED TO ACHIEVE

THIS BUT BY TAKING THE MAIN FLAP FROM THE WEAK CLEFT SIDE ALREADY

DEFICIENT IN TISSUE THIS WAS THE HANGUP FOR ME AND WHILE WAS

TRYING TO REVERSE THE PROCESS GEORGE BRUSSEAU THE DIVISION

PHOTOGRAPHER MADE UP NUMBER OF 10 MATTE PRINTS OF THE

BEFORE PICTURE OF MY FIRST KOREAN BOY AND COUPLE OF OTHER

CHILDREN WHO HAD BEEN SEEN AROUND CAMP EARLIER BUT HAD NOT

RETURNED THE CAMP CARPENTER WHEN PRESENTED WITH AN ORANGE

CRATE CONSTRUCTED DRAWING BOARD WITH THE CESSATION OF HOS

TILITIES EXCEPT FOR THE OFFICERS BAR AND AN OCCASIONAL OLD MOVIE

AFTER SUNSET THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO DISTRACTION MANY AN HOUR

WAS SPENT PONDERING OVER AND MARKING ON THE PHOTOGRAPHS IN

MY QUEST FOR FLAP FROM THE STRONG NONCLEFT SIDE BEGAN TO

CONCENTRATE ON THIS PORTION OF THE DEFORMITY AS RECALL ONE

NIGHT HAD BEEN RESTUDYING THE CLEFT DEFORMITY IN GROUP OF

BRUSSEAUS PHOTOGRAPHS WHICH WERE PROPPED UP ON MY ORANGE

CRATE DRAWING BOARD EVIDENTLY MY EYES HAD CLOSED FOR MOMENT

AND THEN HAD FALLEN ASLEEP THE BED LIGHT MUST HAVE AWAKENED

ME AN HOUR OR SO LATER AND AS OPENED MY EYES THEY FOCUSED

BY CHANCE ON THE PHOTOGRAPH THAT WAS STANDING ASKEW THE ANGLE

OF ITS POSITION SUDDENLY MADE ME AWARE THAT WHAT WE HAD BEEN

SEARCHING FOR HAD BEEN THERE ALL THE TIME TWOTHIRDS OF THE

CUPIDS BOW COMPLETE WITH TUBERCLE WHITE ROLL OF THE MUCO

CUTANEOUS JUNCTION ONE COLUMN AND THE DIMPLE OF THE PHILTRUM

WERE ALL PRESENT BUT HAD NOT BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR PREVIOUSLY

BECAUSE OF THEIR DISTORTED POSITION TO GET THIS NONCLEFT COMPO

NENT DOWNINTO THE CORRECT POSITIONTHAT IS MOVE WHAT IS NORMAL

INTO NORMAL POSITION WAS MERELY MATTER OF RELEASING IT FROM

ITS ABNORMALLY HIGH ATTACHMENT TO THE COLUMELLA BASE THE BEST

METHOD SEEMED TO BE ROTATION INCISION WHICH WHILE DROPPING

THE ENTIRE CUPIDS BOWPHILTRUM AND DIMPLE INTO NORMAL POSI

DON WOULD LEAVE TRIANGULAR GAP IN THE WAKE OF THE ROTATION

THUS THE MAIN FLAP NOWBECAME THE ENTIRE NONCLEFT COMPONENT

WHICH HAD TO BE ROTATED TO FORM TWOTHIRDS OF THE LIP LEAVING
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THE TRUE DEFECT AS TRIANGLE IN THE UPPER ONETHIRD OF THE LIP

THE NEXT LOGICAL MOVE WAS TO MAINTAIN THE ROTATION BY SUPPLYING

FILLER FOR THIS TRIANGULAR GAP HORIZONTAL RELAXING INCISION ON

THE CLEFT SIDE EXTENDED LATERALLY JUST UNDER THE ALAR BASE WOULD

ALLOW MEDIAL ADVANCEME OF THE LATERAL LIP ELEMENT INTO THE

ROTATION GAP TO COMPLETE THE REMAINING ONETHIRD CUPIDS BOW

AND LIP THIS ADVANCEMENT PROMISED AN EXTRA BONUS THAT OF

CORRECTING THE FLARE OF THE ALAR BASE IN PRINCIPLE IT SOUNDED

PROMISING AND ON PAPER IT LOOKED PRETTY GOOD BUT ONLY BY ACTUAL

APPLICATION COULD THE VALUE OF THE THEORY BE PROVED THIS REQUIRED

UNILATERAL CLEFT LIP PATIENT

FIRST ROTATIONADVANCEMENT

WHILE RIDING IN AN OPEN JEEP THROUGH MANY KOREAN VILLAGE

HAD NOTICED CHILDREN WITH CLEFT LIPS HIDING IN THE SHADOWS OF

THEIR HUTS YET HOW TO ENTICE EVEN ONE INTO OUR NATIVE OUTPATIENT

CLINIC PROVED TO BE QUITE PROBLEM REPEATED APPEALS TO THE

CLINIC INTERPRETER WERE REWARDED WITH SMILING AHHH SO BUT

NEVER CLEFT FINALLY ONE DAY OUT IN THE RICE PADDIES SPOTTED

10YEAROLD KOREAN BOY WITH UNILATERAL CLEFT LIP

DURING EARLIER DAYS IN TEXAS HAD SPENT NUMEROUS FREE AFTER

NOONS ROPING CALVES CARRIED ROPE COILED IN MY FOOTLOCKER

FOR IT CAN SERVE AS QUIET LETHAL WEAPON AT NIGHT AT CLOSE RANGE

IN AN EMERGENCY ACTUALLY HAD BEEN PLAYING CATCH WITH GROUP

OF KOREAN YOUNGSTERS SEVERAL DAYS PREVIOUSLY IN DESPERATION

DASHED UP THE HILL TO MY TENT GRABBED THE LARIAT OPENED THE

LOOP ON THE WAY DOWNAND ON THE FLAT RUN ALONG PADDY PATH

LASSOED THE LITTLE LAD HE SEEMED TO GET INTO THE SPIRIT OF THE

GAME AND ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE HERDED OVER TO MED OUR

QUONSET HUT HOSPITAL THERE WITH TWO FAVORITE CORPSMEN TEXAN

PARKER AS SHOWN AND DAKOTAN RICHARD WARD MARKED

THE PLANNED INCISIONS ON THE PATIENT

THEN UNDER GENERAL ANESTHESIA AND WITHOUT PARENTAL PERMIS

SION THE FIRST ROTATIONADVANCEMENT PROCEDURE WAS PERFORMED
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FR
ONCE THE STITCHES HAD BEEN REMOVED THE BOY WAS TURNED LOOSE

AND SOON OTHER CLEFTS BEGAN TO APPEAR EVENTUALLY THEY CAME FROM

ALL OVER KOREA ON FOOT IN OXCARTS AND IN CRUDE BASKETS CALLED

FRAMES CARRIED BY SHOULDER STRAPS

II
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THEN AFTER ONLY FOUR MONTHS THERE WAS CHANGE OF COMMAND

AND SUDDENLY ALL KOREAN NATIVE SURGERY WAS DISCONTINUED AT THE

MAIN HOSPITAL THIS EVENT FORCED ME TO SHIFT MY SITE OF OPERATION

TO KUM CHON HOSPITAL WHICH WAS LITTLE MORE THAN LOCAL

KOREAN FIRST AID STATION AS MATTER OF FACT ON CLEAR DAY

DRY PADDY HAD ABOUT AS MUCH TO OFFER THE HOSPITAL HAD NO

ELECTRICITY SO THE OPERATING TABLE HAD TO BE MOVED ABOUT THE

ROOM TO FOLLOW THE SUN COMING THROUGH WINDOW ON CLOUDY

DAYS OR AFTER SUNSET DR KIM VERY KINDLY HELD FLASHLIGHT WHEN

THE TEMPERATURE DROPPED DOWN AROUND ZERO WE TRIED THE POT

BELLIED STOVE BUT THE SMOKE ONLY ADDED TO THE LOW VISIBILITY

IT BECAME ROUTINE FOR CORPSMAN PARKER AND ME TO WEAR PARKAS

FURLINED CAPS AND MICKEY MOUSE BOOTS WITH OUR MASKS AND

GLOVES HERE IS DAY WHEN IT WAS WARMENOUGH AND LIGHT ENOUGH

FOR AN EASY ROTATIONADVANCEMENT UNDER LOCAL ANESTHESIA AND DR

KIM COULD DEVOTE HIS ENTIRE ATTENTION TO THE SURGERY

IN THE BEGINNING WAS RELUCTANT TO USE LOCAL ANESTHESIA

FEELING CERTAIN THAT AFTER ONE NEEDLE AN ENTIRE VILLAGE GRASS HUTS

AND ALL WOULD DISAPPEAR DOWN THE DUSTY ROAD SUCH WAS NOT

THE CASE FOR THESE PEOPLE POSSESS STOICAL GRACE AND EVEN THEIR
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YOUNG CHILDREN OFTEN ACCEPTED NEEDLE WITHOUT WHIMPER AS

IT TURNED OUT FOLLOWING OUR SHIFT TO KUM CHON HOSPITAL OF

NECESSITY RATHER THAN CHOICE THE MAJOR PART OF THE WORK WAS

CARRIED OUT UNDER LOCAL ANESTHESIA AND ESPECIALLY THE CLEFT LIPS

WHETHER INFANT CHILD OR ADULT

MOST OF THE PATIENTS OPERATED ON IN KOREA WERE CHILDREN FROM

TO 10 YEARS OF AGE AND AN OCCASIONAL ADULT THIS WAS FORTUNATE

EVENTUALITY AS IT OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP THE METHOD

UNDER EXCEEDINGLY FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES WITH ROBUST PATIENTS

PRESENTING AMPLE LIP TISSUE THE RESULTS WERE PROMISING AND

ALTHOUGH THE ORIENTAL OFTEN SHOWS TENDENCY TOWARD KELOID

THE SCARS WITH THIS DESIGN HEALED HAPPILY

IGNORANCE IS BLISS

WITH THE MARINES IN THE FIELD THERE WAS SELDOM CHANCE TO

PERUSE UPTODATE MEDICAL JOURNALS IT JUST HAPPENED THAT ONE

APPEARED IN OUR TENT WHICH HAD AN ABSTRACT ABOUT CARDOSAS

METHOD FOR CLEFT LIP ALTHOUGH THE ABSTRACTOR WAS VAGUE THIS

APPROACH SEEMED TO HAVE SIMILARITIES TO WHAT WAS DOING IN

KOREA HAVING BEEN ON THE MOVE FOR YEARS IN ENGLAND AND NOW

IN THE ORIENT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO KEEP ABREAST OF CLEFT LIP

DEVELOPMENTS SOMETIME BEFORE HAD HAD QUICK TALK WITH

TENNISON ABOUT HIS STENCIL METHOD BUT WAS COMPLETELY DISTRACTED

BY THE BENT WIRE MARCKSS FURTHER OBSERVATIONS WERE NOT

II
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KNOWN OR AVAILABLE SO ACTUALLY CAME ONTO THE VESTIGE OF THE

CUPIDS BOW INDEPENDENTLY THE SAME COURSE OF EVENTS HAS HAP

PENED OFTEN IN HISTORY AND WAS BOON IN THIS INSTANCE DIVERSION

BY THE ADVANCES OF TENNISON CARDOSA AND MARCKS TOWARD THE

TEMPTING INFERIOR PLACEMENT OF TRIANGULAR FLAP MIGHT HAVE

CAUSED ME TO BYPASS THE MORE COMPLETE SHIFTING OF ALL NORMAL

STRUCTURES INTO THEIR RIGHTFUL POSITION

MY RETURN TO THE STATES IN 1955 FROM KOREA WAS ROUTED

THROUGH HONG KONG DELHI AND LONDON IT WAS GREAT FUN SEEING

FAMILIAR FACES AND WHEN THE ROTATIONADVANCEMENT METHOD WAS

OUTLINED AND DIAGRAMED AT THE LONDON CLINIC AT 149 HARLEY STREET

FOR SIR HAROLD GILLIES HE SNAPPED IT UP LIKE TROUT ON DRY

FLY HE INSISTED IT BE PRESENTED AT THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL

CONGRESS OF PLASTIC SURGERY TO BE HELD IN STOCKHOLM IN AUGUST

OF THAT YEAR AND WROTE THE CONGRESS SECRETARY TORD SKOOG

LETTER REQUESTING THAT MY PAPER BE ADDED TO THE ALREADY OVER

CROWDED PROGRAM SKOOG COURTEOUSLY REPLIED TO ME

THE COMMITTEE HAS RESERVED FIVE MINUTES FOR YOUR PAPER ON CUPIDS BOW

VESTIGE IN HARELIP AND HOPES YOU WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE THE MEMBERS THE

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION IN THAT SHORT TIME
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