
FULLTHICKNESS FLAPS FOR
VERTICAL LENGTHENING

MEANS OF SHIFTING TISSUES FROM AN AREA OF PLENTY TO AN AREA

OF PAUCITY IS ACHIEVED BY THE CONCEPT OF CUTTING FULLTHICKNESS

FLAPS OF SKIN MUSCLE AND MUCOSA OF THE LIP THIS MORE ADVANCED

PRINCIPLE WAS USED ALMOST AS EARLY AS THE ANGLED PARING OF CLEFT

EDGES TO LENGTHEN THE VERTICAL HEIGHT PARIS WAS THE CENTER OF

THIS NEW FASHION IN LIP SURGERY WHICH CAME INTO VOGUE ALMOST

HALF CENTURY BEFORE THE EIFFEL TOWER

MALGAIGNE

JOSEPH FRAN MALGAIGNE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS FRUSTRATED

BY THE CONTRACTURE OF THE POPULAR PARING AND STRAIGHTLINE CLOSURE

OF HIS DAY WROTE IN 1843

CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT WITH ALL THE SURGICAL SKILL AVAILABLE WE COULD

ONLY TRANSFORM THE SEVERE CASE OF CLEFT LIP TO ITS MILDEST FORM IT IS VIRTUALLY

IMPOSSIBLE TO REMOVE THE NOTCH OF THE VERMILION

JOSEPH MALGAIGNE

OBSESSED WITH THE DETERMINATION TO OBLITERATE THE INEVITABLE

POSTOPERATIVE WHISTLING DEFORMITY MALGAIGNE DESIGNED TWOFLAP

OPERATION HE PARED THE UPPER HALF OF THE CLEFT EDGES THEN HE

MADE HORIZONTAL FULLTHICKNESS RELAXING INCISIONS WHICH WHEN

OPENED LIKE TWO AND CLOSED ONE TO THE OTHER IN STRAIGHT

LINE EXAGGERATED THE LENGTHENING OF THE EDGES IN FACT THE
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DESPISED NOTCH WAS TRANSFORMED INTO AN ALMOST EQUALLY OBNOXIOUS

ASYMMETRICAL TUBERCIE

IFR

MIRAULT

FOLLOWING MALGAIGNES REPORT OF THE OPERATION MIRAULT ALSO

OF PARIS IMMEDIATELY SAW ITS VALUE AND FLAW TWOMONTHS LATER

HE WROTE MALGAIGNE SUGGESTING THE USE OF ONLY ONE HORIZONTAL

CISION AND THE MERE PARING OF THE OTHER EDGE TO AVOID THE

TUBERCLE THIS PROCEDURE IN ESSENCE PRODUCED TRIANGULAR FLAP

TO OVERLAP THE OPPOSITE SIDE THERE SEEMS TO BE MUCH CONTROVERSY

AS TO WHICH SIDE PRODUCED HIS FLAP IN HIS THESIS FOR DOCTORAT

EN M6DECINE IN 1930 PAUL PLESSIER OF PARIS OUTLINED THE TWO

METHODS OF MIRAULT THE FIRST USED FLAP FROM THE CLEFT SIDE

AFIRAULT THE SECOND TOOK SMALLER FLAP FROM THE NONCLEFT SIDE

BY 1846 MIRAULTS TRIANGULAR FLAP METHOD HAD GAINED ENOUGH

IMPORTANCE TO BE REPRODUCED IN SURGICAL TEXTBOOK BY CLAUDE

BERNARD AND THE ILLUSTRATION INDICATES THAT THE TRIANGULAR FLAP

WAS TAKEN FROM THE CLEFT SIDE TO BOLSTER THE MEDIAL ELEMENT



IT IS INTERESTING TO STUDY THE VARIOUS RENDITIONS OF THE MIRAULT

METHOD AS DESCRIBED BY THOMPSON IN 1912 AND BINNIE IN 1916

1912 1916

THIS METHOD PROVED TO BE THE STIMULUS FOR MANY MODIFICATIONS

OVER SPAN OF 100 YEARS

AN IRISH MODIFICATION

THE BEST OF THE EARLY MODIFIERS WAS COLLIS OF DUBLIN WHO

IMPROVED MIRAULT PROCEDURE BY PRESERVING TISSUE FOR THE NOSTRIL

FLOOR ESTABLISHING PRINCIPLE TO BE UTILIZED LATER BY MANY OTHER

SURGEONS IN 1868 IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUE PLASTIC SURGEON HE WROTE

OF HIS ASTHETIC METHOD

NEVER THROW AWAY PARTICLE OF THE PARINGS MY INCISIONS ARE MADE SO

AS TO MAKE EVERY FRAGMENT OF THEM USEFUL

MAURICE COKS

IC

2J

HERE ARE TWO PHOTOGRAPHS KINDLY SUPPLIED BY THE ROYAL COL

LEGE OF SURGEONS DUBLIN THEY REPRESENT DIFFERENT CASES BUT BOTH

HAVE COLLIS NOTE INSCRIBED BENEATH THEM ONE SHOWS MORE

SEVERE CLEFT AND THE OTHER THE RESULT OF COLLIS PROCEDURE ON

PROBABLY LESS SEVERE CLEFT WITH MINOR DISCREPANCIES STILL PRESENT

IN THE LIP AND NOSE
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OWENS FOLLY

DURING THIS PERIOD OF PIONEERING THERE WERE MANY WHO IN

TTEMPTING TO MODIFY MIRAULTS METHOD ACTUALLY MUTILATED IT

OR EXAMPLE AN ENGLISHMAN EDMUND BLOCKETT OWEN 1847

1915 WAS VIGOROUS SURGEON AT GREAT ORMOND STREET CHILDRENS

HOSPITAL FLY FISHERMAN AND CAPTAIN OF THE ST MARYS HOSPITAL

FOOTBALL TEAM

IT IS POSSIBLE HE POURED TOO MUCH ATHLETIC ENTHUSIASM INTO

HIS CLEFT LIP OPERATION WHEN IN 1890 HE MODIFIED MIRAULT BY

EDMUND OWEN REVERSING AND EXAGGERATING THE TRIANGULAR FLAP UNTIL IT EXTENDED

ACROSS THE ENTIRE BORDER OF THE LIP HE ACTUALLY DISPLACED THE

MOUTH INTO LOPSIDED POSITION

REPORT BY ONE WHO KNEW HIM WELL MIGHT EXPLAIN THIS

PROCEDURE

THE TRANSPARENT HONESTY OF EDMUND OWEN SHOWN NOT LEAST IN AN IMPUL

SIVENESS WHICH LED HIM TO HASTY CONCLUSIONS SOON TO BE PUT ASIDE SO THAT

HE WOULD VOTE TOMORROWAGAINST THAT WHICH HE HAD ADVOCATED TODAY

IT IS HOPED THAT SUCH WAS THE FATE OF HIS LIP PROCEDURE BEFORE

TOO MANY UNSUSPECTING YOUNG SURGEONS HAD BEEN TEMPTED TO

THIS ATROCITY
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