
PARING AND APPROXIMATION

WITH NEEDLES ANDOR SUTURES

IS NOT KNOWN FOR CERTAIN WHO WAS THE FIRST TO OPERATE ON

CLEFT OF THE LIP THERE HAVE BEEN INFERENCES THAT AURELIUS

CORNELIUS CELSUS ROMAN PHYSICIAN OF THE FIRST CENTURY AD
WAS THE FIRST BUT NO REAL PROOF HAS EVER BEEN CITED

CLEFT LIP SURGERY IN THE
CHIN DYNASTY

TRANSLATION BY KHOO BOOCHAI OF SINGAPORE OF THE CHIN ANNALS

COMPILED IN THE EARLY PART OF THE TANG DYNASTY REVEALS WHAT

MUST BE THE FIRST CLEFT LIP SURGERY DESCRIBED IN WORLD LITERATURE

IT SEEMS THAT WEI YANGCHI CHINESE FARMERS SON WAS BORN

WITH HARELIP TU CHUEH DEFORMITY BOOCHAI COMMISSIONED

ARTIST STEVE LU TO ILLUSTRATE YOUNG WEI IN TYPICAL FOURTHCENTURY

CHIN DYNASTY PLAIN PEASANT DRESS

IN ABOUT AD 390 OF THE CHIN DYNASTY AN UNUSUALLY ASTUTE

FORTUNETELLER STUDIED WEIS PALM AND PREDICTED WEALTH AND HONOR

FOR THE BOY AT AGE 18 WEI TOOK WHAT RICE HE COULD CARRY AND

SET OUT TO SEE GOVERNOR YIN CHUNGKAN THE GOVERNOR WAS

IMPRESSED WITH THIS LAD AND CALLED IN ONE OF HIS PHYSICIANS WHO

SPECIALIZED IN LIP CLEFTS THE CLEFT SURGEON TOOK ONE LOOK AT WEI

AND EXPLAINED

CAN CURE YOUR CONDITION BY CUTTING AND STITCHING THE EDGES TOGETHER

HOWAFTER THE OPERATION IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR YOU TO REST THE AFFECTED
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PART FOR 100 DAYS DURING THIS TIME YOU CAN INGEST ONLY THIN GRUEL AND

YOU CANNOT SMILE OR TALK

WEI REPLIED

WHAT IS 100 DAYS TO ME WHEN FOR RELIEF OF MY CONDITION WOULD REMAIN

SILENT FOR HALF LIFETIME

THE OPERATION WAS DONE AND WEI KEPT HIS WORD BY KEEPING

HIS MOUTH SHUT FOR 100 DAYS AFTER THIS AS COULD BE PREDICTED

HE PROSPERED EVENTUALLY BECOMING THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF SIX

PROVINCES AND BEING HONORED BY HIS EMPEROR WITH AN ANCIENT

ORDER WEI IS SHOWN HERE MANY YEARS AFTER THE OPERATION AND

CLOTHED BY LU IN AN OFFICIAL ORNATE GOVERNORS GOWN
SOMETIME DURING THE TANG DYNASTY AD 618 TO 907 FANG

KAN GAINED CONSIDERABLE FAME AS THE DOCTOR OF LIPS

FROM THE LEECHES THROUGH
THE MIDDLE AGES

WE ARE ALL INDEBTED TO OUR WALKING PLASTIC SURGERY LIBRARY BLAIR

ROGERS OF NEW YORK UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER FOR HIS

INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY AND ABILITY TO EXTRACT IMPORTANT HISTORICAL

DATA FROM THE WORLD LITERATURE ALONG WITH PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUC

TIVE SURGERY EDITOR FRANK MCDOWELL ASSOCIATE EDITOR ROBERT

GOLDWYNAND OTHERS HE HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE TO PIECE TOGETHER

BLAIR ROGEN THE EARLY HISTORY OF CLEFTS

THE LEECHES CLOSED LIP CLEFTS

THE SAXON SURGEONS OF PRENORMAN BRITAIN KNOWN AS LEECHES

ARE THE NEXT GROUP OF SPECIALISTS TO DESCRIBE SURGERY OF THE CLEFT

LIP IN EUROPE THE PRINCIPLE OF EARLY CLEFT LIP SURGERY FROM THE

TIME OF THE LEECHES THROUGH THE MIDDLE AGES AND IN FACT WELL
II

II

INTO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY WAS DIRECTED TOWARD SIMPLE FRESH

ENING OF THE EDGES OF THE CLEFT AND APPROXIMATION OF THESE EDGES

UNTIL FIRM UNION OCCURRED IN THE LEECHBOOK OF BALD ABOUT

AD 950 THE OPERATION IS DESCRIBED SIMPLY
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FOR HAIRLIP POUND MASTIC VERY SMALL ADD THE WHITE OF AN EGG AND MINGLE

AS THOU DOST VERMILION CUT WITH KNIFE THE FALSE EDGES OF THE LIP SEW FAST

WITH SILK THEN SMEAR WITHOUT AND WITHIN WITH THE SALVE ERE THE SILK ROT

IF IT DRAW TOGETHER ARRANGE IT WITH THE HAND ANOINT AGAIN SOON

THE METHOD OF CAUTERY

IN THE ORIGINAL SANSKRIT TEXT OF THE SUSRUTA SAMBITA METHODS

OF CAUTERIZATION OF WOUNDS WERE DESCRIBED BASED ON THIS THE

HINDU SURGEONS OF THE SIXTH OR SEVENTH CENTURY BC USED BURNING

DEVICES AND HANDED THEIR TECHNIQUES DOWN THROUGH THE CENTURIES

ABOUT AD 1000 ALBUCASIS THE GREATEST SURGEON OF THE ARABIAN

SCHOOL USED CAUTERIZATION OF WOUND EDGES IT IS NOT KNOWN FOR

CERTAIN THAT HE APPLIED THIS METHOD IN CLEFT LIP BUT IT IS LIKELY

THAT HE AND OTHER ARABIAN SURGEONS AS WELL AS THOSE INFLUENCED

BY THIS SCHOOL EMPLOYED THE CAUTERY APPROACH IN PREFERENCE TO

THE KNIFE BECAUSE OF THE REDUCED BLEEDING TURKISH SURGEONS FIVE

CENTURIES LATER STILL PREFERRED CAUTERY AS HAVE SURGEONS OF MANY

OTHER NATIONS

FLEMISH FIGUREOFEIGHT

IN THE EARLY PART OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY THE FLEMISH SURGEON

JEHAN YPERMAN FIRST DESCRIBED IN DETAIL THE REPAIR OF BOTH UNILAT

ERAL AND BILATERAL CLEFTS OF THE LIP AS NOTED BY ROGERS IN 1964

YPERMAN ACTUALLY SUTURED THE EDGES OF THE FRESHENED BORDERS OF

THE CLEFT LIP BY USING TRIANGULAR NEEDLE THREADED WITH TWISTED

WAX SUTURE AND REINFORCED THIS CLOSURE WITH LONG NEEDLE PASSED

THROUGH THE LIP SOME DISTANCE FROM THE EDGES OF THE CLEFT IN

ORDER TO MAKE MORE ACCURATE APPROXIMATION THIS LATTER NEEDLE

WAS HELD IN PLACE WITH WRAPAROUND FIGUREOFEIGHT THREAD

RMAN MENTIONED THAT SOME SURGEONS OF HIS ERA USED RELAXING

INCISIONS EXTERNALLY IN THE CHEEKS TO CLOSE VERY WIDE DEFTS BUT

HE HIMSELF REFRAINED FROM THIS PROCEDURE BECAUSE OF THE FACIAL CJ
DISFIGUREMENT WHICH MIGHT THE REPUTATION OF THE

SURGEON

DURING THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY IT WAS PROBABLY THE BARBER
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SURGEONS OF ENGLAND WHO PASSED ON THE SKILLS REQUIRED TO REPAIR

CLEFTS OF THE LIP

INTERRUPTED SUTURES

HEINRICH VON PFOLSPRUNDT BAVARIAN ARMY SURGEON IN HIS 1460

BOOK BUCH DER BUNDTHERTZNEI DESCRIBED CLEFT LIP CLOSURE USING

RAZOR OR SCISSORS TO FRESHEN THE EDGES AND THE PLACEMENT OF

SUTURES THROUGH THE ENTIRE THICKNESS OF THE LIP OVER THIS HE

APPLIED PLASTER CONTAINING RED HEALING SALVE WHICH WAS

CHANGED TWICE DAY UNTIL THE WOUNDWAS HEALED IN THREE WEEKS

ABOUT 1530 HIERONYMUS BRUNSCHWIG AN ALSATIAN ARMY SUR

GEON FROM STRASBOURG STRAPPED HIS CLEFT LIP PATIENTS TO TABLE

WITH TOWELS FRESHENED THE CLEFT EDGES WITH SCISSORS AND ACHIEVED

UNION BY INTERRUPTED WAXED SILK SUTURES REINFORCED WITH PINCH

ING CLASP DRESSING OR SELFRETAINING CLASP THE WOUND WAS

ANOINTED WITH THICK PASTE MADE OF POWDER OF EGGSHELL CHALK

AND EGG AND CLOTH WAS WRAPPED OVER THE ENTIRE WOUND FACE

AND NECK THE BANDAGE BEING LOOPED UNDER THE ARMS IN ROGER
OF SALERNO TWELFTHCENTURY DRESSING

FRANCO AND PARE

IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY TWO GIFTED FRENCHMEN MADE CONTRI

BUTIONS TO THIS SURGERY PIERRE FRANCO IN 1556 DESCRIBED THE

OPERATION IN DETAIL AND AMBROISE PAR6 IN 1568 FIRST ILLUSTRATED

THE PROCEDURE THESE TWO HUGUENOTS ARE INEVITABLY COUPLED
FRANCO WAS THE SENIOR BUT STUDENT OF PARE PAR6 WAS THE MORE

INFLUENTIAL SERVING AS SURGEON TO FOUR KINGS WHILE FRANCO WORKED
IN THE PROVINCES OR IN EXILE IT IS TRUE THAT EVEN TODAY FRANCOS

NAME IS MENTIONED ONLY BY THE SPECIALISTS PAR6 IS KNOWN BY

EVERYONE AFTER MUCH RESEARCH BARSKY SUGGESTS THAT FRANCO
II

DEVELOPED THE EARLY SURGERY OF CLEFT LIP OF HIS DAY WHEREAS HISTORY

HAS RECORDED IT MOSTLY AS THE WORK OF PAR6 YET THE CONTRIBUTIONS

OF EACH HAD MUCH INFLUENCE ON SURGEONS IN THE CENTURIES TO

FOLLOW AND UNDOUBTEDLY PARES WRITINGS AND ILLUSTRATIONS HAD THE

MOST FARREACHING EFFECT
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FRANCO WROTE IN 1556

THE ENTIRE SKIN MAR OF THE CLEFT WHICH ARE TO BE JOINED MUST BE CUT

WITH RAZOR OR SCISSORS OR SEARED WITH THE CAURERY THEN PUT ON DRESSINGS

TO CASC THC PAIN AND LEAVE THEM FOR ONE OR TWO DAYS IF CAURERY IS

USED THE ESCHAR IS REMOVED AFTER THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED THE

MARGINS MUST BE BROUGHT TOGETHER SO THAT NO PORTION OF ONE

DOES NOR TOUCH THE OTHER THIS CAN BE DONE IN TWO WAYS ONE WITH NEE

DIES AND THE OTHER WITH PIECES OF CLOTH TRIANGULAR IN SHAPE MADE

ADHERENT WITH SPECIAL OINTMENT INCLUDING EGG ALBUMIN TO THE CHEEKS PIERRE FRANCO

ON EACH SIDE OF THE CLOVEN LIP BY SUTURING THE POINTS OF THE CLOTH TO

GETHER THE EDGES OF THE CLEFT ARE BROUGHT INTO APPOSITION

THIS WAS BEFORE THE ADVENT OF ANESTHESIA AND FRANCO PARTLY

EXPLAINS THAT THE ADHESION METHOD IS PREFERABLE BECAUSE OF

CAUSING THE LEAST PAIN AND THE LEAST SCARRING

HE ALSO HAD THE INGENUITY TO FREE THE LIP
ELEMENTS FROM THEIR

ATTACHMENTS TO THE UPPER JAW TO EASE THE CLOSURE IN WIDE CLEFTS

THIS PRINCIPLE WAS ENHANCED BY DIEFFENBACH IN 1830 WITH WIDE

UNDERMINING AND LATERAL CUTS UNDER THE NOSTRILS WELL OUT INTO

THE CHEEKS AND IN MODIFIED FORMS IS STILL USED IN MANY CLINICS

TODAY

AMBROISE PARE SON OF CABINETMAKER AT AGE 16 LEARNED THE

RUDIMENTS OF SURGERY FROM JEAN VIALOT THE BARBER OF LAVAL HE

THEN BECAME SURGICAL RESIDENT FOR THREE YEARS AT HATELDIEU

AND DURING THIS TIME CONTRACTED BUBONIC PLAGUE PAR6 NOT ONLY

SURVIVED WITH FEW SCARS BUT LIVED TO BE 80 HIS NEXT SURGICAL

EXPERIENCE CAME WHILE HE WAS IN THE ARMY LACK OF FORMAL

EDUCATION ENABLED PAR6 TO BYPASS SUPERSTITIONS OF HIS DARK AGE

AND FIND TRUTH BY OBSERVATION AND EXPERIENCE HE SAID SURGERY

IS AN ART AND SET FIVE PROPER DUTIES OF SURGEON WHICH ARE

ACTUALLY THE FIRST PUBLISHED PLASTIC SURGICAL PRINCIPLES

TO TAKE AWAY WHAT IS SUPERFLUOUS

TO RESTORE TO THEIR PLACES THINGS WHICH ARE DISPLACED

TO SEPARATE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE JOINED TOGETHER

TO JOIN THOSE WHICH ARE SEPARATED

TO SUPPLY THE DEFECTS OF NATURE
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PAR6 PARED THE EDGES OF LIP CLEFTS BUT PREFERRED CLOSING THE

CLEFT BY TRANSFIXING THE LIP ELEMENTS WITH NEEDLE AND FASTENING

IT WITH FIGUREOFEIGHT WRAPAROUND THREAD HE WROTE

WHEREFORE YOU MUST USE THREE OR FOUR SQUARE NEEDLE BEING THRED

WITH WAXED THRED AND WITH THIS YOU MUST THRUST THROUGH THE LIPS

AND LEAVE THE NEEDLE STICKING IN THE WOUND THEN WRAP THE THRED TO AND

AGAIN OVER THE ENDS THEREOF EIGHT OR TEN TIMES JUST AFTER THE MANNER WHICH

WOMENUSE TO FASTEN NEEDLE WITH THRED IN IT UPON THEIR SLEEVES OR TAILORS

TO THEIR HATS OR CAPS THAT THEY MAY NOT LOSE THEM THE NEEDLE THUS FASTENED

SHALL BE THERE UNTILL THE PERFECT AGGLUTINATION OF THE WOUND THIS KIND OF

SUTURE IS USED IN HARELIPS FOR SO WE COMMONLY CALL
LIPS

WHICH ARE

CLEFT FROM THE FIRST CONFORMATION IN THE WOMBEBY THE ERROR OF THE FORMING

FACULTY

ROYAL COMPENSATION

ACCORDING TO THE RESEARCH OF NAGDY SAAD AND JOHN BARRON OF

SALISBURY ENGLAND BOTH PAR6 AND HIS OEUVRES PUBLISHED IN 1575

AND CONTAINING MUCH OF THE INFORMATION ON PARE WERE SAVED

BY KING DURING THE TERRIBLE 1572 MASSACRE OF ST BARTHOLO

MEWS NIGHT INSTIGATED BY CATHERINE DEMEDICI PARE NARROWLY

ESCAPED DEATH KING CHARLES IX EXCLAIMING OVER THE SHAME OF

THE LOSS OF THE LIFE OF ONE WHO HAD SAVED SO MANY LIVES HID

THE HUGUENOT IN HIS ROYAL CHAMBERS UNTIL ALL OTHER HEADS HAD

ROLLED

TAGLIACOZZI

GASPAR TAGLIACOZZI OF BOLOGNA QUALIFIED IN MEDICINE IN 1570 AND

PROBABLY STUDIED UNDER PAR6 AS HE OFTEN REFERRED TO PAR6 IN HIS

WRITINGS BY 1597 TAGLIACOZZI WAS EXCORIATING THE CLEFT EDGES AND

STITCHING THEM TOGETHER WITH INTERRUPTED SUTURES HE WROTE

LET THE ARTIST THEREFORE TAKE UP THAT PART OF THE LIP WHICH MUST BE

EXCORIATED IN HIS LEFT HAND AND THEN TAKE OFF THE SKIN EQUALLY WITH

VERY SHARP KNIFE TILL THE BLOOD COMES TO THE VERY ANGLE OF THE HIATUS

THIS OPERATION MAY ALSO BE PERFORMED VERY QUICKLY AND SAFELY WITH PAIR

OF SCISSORS THE SAME MUST BE DONE ON THE OTHER SIDE THEN WE MUST DRAW

THE PARTS TOGETHER WITH THE HAND AND STITCH THEM WE MUST OBSERVE THIS

GASPAR TAGZACOZZI NOT TO TAKE OUR STITCHES SUPERFICIALLY BUT THROUGH ALL THE ARTIST MUST
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THEREFORE PASS HIS NEEDLE STRAIGHT THROUGH THE LIP FROM OUTSIDE INWARDS

AND ON THE OTHER SIDE HE MUST PASS THE NEEDLE FROM THE INSIDE OUTWARDS

HE MUST TIE THE THREADS AND THEN CUR THEM OFF

RETENTION BANDAGE

HIERONYMUS FABRICIUS OF PADUA PUPIL OF FALLOPIUS AND TEACHER

OF HARVEY ABOUT 1600 ADVISED USE OF BUCCAL MUCOSA AND TISSUE

FROM THE ALVEOLUS IN CLOSING CLEFTS OF THE LIP IF THE CLEFT WAS

WIDE FABRICIUS USED AN AGGLUTINATIVE BANDAGE TO BRING THE EDGES

OF THE CLEFT TOGETHER BEFORE HE BEGAN FRESHENING THE MARGINS AND

INSERTING NEEDLES THE ENDS OF WHICH HE BENT OVER AFTER HAVING

PASSED THEM

GERMAN TEXTBOOK

IN THE MOST POPULAR SURGICAL WORK OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

THE GERMAN SURGEON LORENZ HEISTER IN HIS CHIRURGIE RECOUNTED

MANY GERMAN QUACKS AND MOUNREBANKS FREQUENTLY RETAIN THE LIPS OF THE

WOUNDTOGETHER BY STRONG THREAD PASSED THROUGH THEM INSTEAD OF NEEDLES

AFTER WHICH THEY TIE THE ENDS OF THE THREAD IN THE SAME MANNER AS WE

DIRECTED FOR THE KNOTTED SUTURE IN PART BOOK CHAPTER VI AND

THUS THEY SUCCEED AND PERFORM GOODCURES THOUGH IN AN AWKWARDMANNER

AND BY OBTUSE AND UNFIT INSTRUMENTS ESPECIALLY WHEN THE FISSURE IS BUT

SMALL FOR WHEN IT IS LARGE THIS METHOD WILL HARDLY SUCCEED

COLONIAL AMERICA

FROM NEWSPAPER REPORTS SCHOLARLY BLAIR ROGERS HAS PIECED TO

GETHER CLEFT LIP WORK IN COLONIAL AMERICA

ON FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 1770 IN THE BOSTON EVENING POST

THERE WAS AN INTERESTING ITEM

FEW WEEKS SINCE THE OPERATION FOR THE HARELIP WAS PERFORMED TO GREAT

PERFECTION ON YOUNG MAN IN MILTON NEAR BRUSHHILL AND CHILD IN

BOSTON HAS RECEIVED AS MUCHBENEFIT FROM THE OPERATION AS THE CASE WOULD

ADMIT OF BY MR HALL SURGEON OF THE 14TH REGIMENT

THESE WERE EXCITING TIMES IN MORE THAN ONE WAY IN AMERICA
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IN APRIL 1775 SILVERSMITH PAUL REVERE MADE HIS FAMOUS MIDNIGHT

JUST ONE MONTH LATER IN MAY 1775 RIVALING REVERES NEWS

AN ADVERTISEMENT WAS PLACED IN PHILADELPHIA PAPER BY DR
ANTHONY YELDALL WITH TESTIMONY FROM ONE OF HIS PATIENTS PAR

ENTS

FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS BE IT MADE PUBLIC THAT JOHN DUNBAR OF THE

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HAD DAUGHTER WITH THE DEFORMITY OF HARELIP

THEN APPLIED TO DR YELDALL WHO TO MY SATISFACTION DID THE OPERATION

IN ONE MINUTE BY THE WATCH AND COMPLEARED THE CURE IN FOUR DAYS

JOHN DUNBAR

NONE NEED DESPAIR HAVING THE ABOVE MENTIONED DEFORMITY FOR LET THEM

BE EVER SO LARGE OR FRIGHTFUL OR HAVE BEEN CUT EVER SO OFTEN BEFORE THEY

WILL BE DONE IN ONE MINUTE AND THE CURE COMPLEARED IN FOUR DAYS OR

NOTHING WILL BE REQUIRED POOR PEOPLE MAY HAVE THEM DONE GRATIS

DR ANTHONY YEDALI

ON MARCH 29 1780 IN NEW LONDON THE CONNECTICUT GAZETTE

PUBLISHED THE FOLLOWING ADVERTISEMENT

LAWRENCE STORK FROM GERMANY INFORMS THE PUBLIC THAT HE UNDERTAKES

TO CURE HAIRLIPS AND HE FURTHER INFORMS THAT IF HE MAKES NO CURE

HE EXPECTS NO PAY HE MAY BE SEEN AT MR JACOB FINKS IN NEW LONDON

IN MORE TRADITIONAL STYLE MATTHEW WILSON MINISTER AND

PHYSICIAN FROM PENNSYLVANIA PRACTICING IN DELAWARE WROTE AN

UNPUBLISHED COMPENDIUM OF MEDICINE FROM 1765 TO 1787 CALLED

THE THERAPEUTIC ALPHABET IN WHICH CLEFT LIP SURGERY IS DESCRIBED

IN THE QUAINT VERNACULAR OF THAT PERIOD

LABIUM LEPORINUM HARE LIP SEE LAGOCHEILOS

LAGOCHEILOS HARELIP IS DEFORMITY IN WHICH YE LIP IS DIVIDED BY CHASM

OR FISSURES THE OPERATION SHOULD BE OMITTED UNTILL YE CHILD HAS SOME

REASON TO SUFFER IT TO BE DONE SEPARATE YE LIP FROM YE UPPERJAW DIVIDE

YE FRENULUM WE CONNECTS IT TO YE GUMS IF YE DENTES INCISORII TOO MUCH

PROJECTED CUT YM OUT IN INFANTS CUT OFF YE CALLOUS LIPS WR SCISSORS YE

WHOLE LENGTH BUT TAKE CARE TO MAKE YE WOUND IN STRAIGHT LINES THEN

BRING YE TWO LIPS OF YE WOUNDEXACTLY TOGETHER PASS COUPLE OF PINS

ONE PRETTY NEAR YE TOP YE OTHER AS NEAR YE BOTTOME THRO MIDDLE OF

BOTH EDGES OF IT SECURE YM IN YR SITUATION BY TWISTING PIECE OF WAXD

THREAD ACROSS ROUND YE PINS OR TIMES IN OR DAYS YE PARTS

GENERALLY ARE FOUND UNITED YN GENTLY EXTRACT THE PINS AND APPLY DRY LINT
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AND ADHESIVE PLASTER SILVER PINS STEEL POINTS SUIT YE POMP OF YE

GREAT BUT COMMON PINS ANSWER YE END FULLY AS WELL

NEEDLES AND PINS THREADS
AND STITCHES

THE EIGHTEENTHCENTURY CONTROVERSY OVER THE USE OF HARELIP PINS

WITH THE FIGUREOFEIGHT WRAPAROUND THREAD VERSUS INTERRUPTED

SUTURES PASSING THROUGH THE LIP EDGES AND TIED ACROSS THE CLEFT

IS REMINISCENT OF CONTROVERSIES THAT HAVE RAGED AND WILL CONTINUE

TO ERUPT AS LONG AS SURGEONS ARE INDIVIDUALS FREE TO SEEK AND

PROMOTE BETTER WAY OFTEN THE NEW OR UNORTHODOX METHOD

IS LABELED QUACKERY IT IS TRUE THAT UNTRAINED SURGEONS OFTEN NO

MORE THAN QUACKS AND CHARLATANS BY THEIR UNSHACKLED NATURE

MAY IN SOME SMALL ITEM SUPERSEDE THE STAID TRAINED TRADITIONALIST

YET IN TIME THE BEST METHODS BY THEIR RESULTS REGARDLESS OR IN

SPITE OF THE PROMOTER EVENTUALLY WIN OUT

IT SEEMS THAT THE WRAPAROUND TECHNIQUE ILLUSTRATED BY PARE

HAD MORE APPEAL TO COLONIAL SURGEONS SUCH AS WILSON THAN THE

MORE SOPHISTICATED SUTURING DESCRIBED BY TAGLIACOZZI YET HEISTER

CONSIDERED THE FIGUREOFEIGHT WRAPAROUND THREAD WHICH HAD

BEEN THE TRADITIONAL CLEFT LIP SUTURE FOR FOUR CENTURIES THE MORE

SCIENTIFIC HE ACCUSED QUACKS OF USING THE INTERRUPTED SUTURES

WE CAN SURMISE FROM HEISTERS WRITING THAT LAWRENCE STORK

PROBABLY USED INTERRUPTED SUTURES RATHER THAN THE FIGUREOFEIGHT

YET WHEN WE READ HOW FAST YELDALL COULD CLOSE LIP WE ARE

PROMPTED TO THINK THAT QUACK OR NOT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN USING

THE FIGUREOFEIGHT

CERTAINLY PANCOAST INDICATED IN 1844 THAT HE WAS STILL

PARING THE CLEFT EDGES IN STRAIGHT LINE WITH BISTOURY AND USING

PAIR OF HARELIP PINS WITH WRAPAROUND THREAD

NEEDLE REMOVAL

LECLERCS 1701 ADVICE IN HANDLING THE THROUGHANDTHROUGH

NEEDLES CARRYING THE FIGUREOFEIGHT THREAD IS OF INTEREST
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THE PATIENT MUST BE DREST THREE DAYS AFTER AND IT IS REQUISITE AT THE FIRST

TIME ONLY TO UNTWIST HALF THE NEEDLE LOOSENING THE MIDDLE THREAD IF THERE

BE THREE TO WHICH PURPOSE SERVANT IS TO THRUST THE CHEEKS SOMEWHAT

FOREWARD ON THE EIGHTH DAY THE MIDDLE NEEDLE MAY BE TAKEN OFF IF IT

BE YOUNG INFANT NEVERTHELESS THE NEEDLES MUST NOT BE REMOVD TILL IT

APPEARS THAT SIDES ARE WELL JOIND NEITHER MUST THEY BE LEFT TOO LONG BECAUSE

THE HOLES WOULD SCARCE BE BROUGHT TO CLOSE

FROM FIGUREOFEIGHT TO

WHETHER THE EARLY SURGEONS USED CLOTH BANDAGES WITH TIES NEE

DLES OR PINS WITH FIGUREOFEIGHT WRAPAROUND THREADS OR INTERRUPTED

SUTURES THEY WERE NOT FAR BEHIND US IN THIS ASPECT TODAYS

SOPHISTICATED TECHNIQUES OF THREELAYERED ETHICON SUTURING

TAPING ADHESIVE BUTTERFLIES AND LOGANS BOW ARE MERE REFINE

MENTS OF THE EARLIER METHODS UNFORTUNATELY IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT

THIS KNOWLEDGE HAS NOT PERMEATED TO ALL CORNERS OF THE WORLD

SO THAT EVEN TODAY UNTRAINED SURGEONS IN UNDERDEVELOPED AREAS

USE ANTIQUATED TECHNIQUES OF SIMPLE PARING AND APPROXIMATION

WITH RESULTS NO BETTER THAN THOSE OBTAINED BY WILSON PAR6 OR

THE BETTER LEECHES
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